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FLOODS IN NEW YORK, 1973 and 1974 


By 


F. Luman Robison, William N. Embree, and Bernard Dunn 


ABSTRACT 


Widespread flooding and flood damage in New York State occurred in 
calendar years 1973 and 1974. A discussion of specific floods includes 
a description of the precipitation events and flood damages, location 
maps, and tables listing peak stages and discharges. 


The greatest flooding damage in New York State in 1973 was caused 
by lakeshore flooding of Lake Ontario on March 18 and 19 and by heavy 
rainfall in the eastern and southeastern regions June 28-30. 


Gate-force winds on Lake Ontario created waves that caused consider- 
able shoreline damage from Niagara County to Jefferson County on March 
18 and 19, 1973. 


On June 28-30, 1973, a heavy rainfall drenched Sullivan and Delaware 
Counties and caused the most serious flooding since 1947, then moved through 
the rest of the Catskil1s and lower Hudson Valley. Rainfall averaged between 
4 and 7 inches (100 and 180 mil1imetres). At Claverack, in Columbia County, 
Claverack Creek had the highest discharge of record (4,960 cubic feet per 
second or 140 cubic metres per second) on June 30. 


On May 16 and 17, 1974, a nearly stationary weather front over most 
of central and Western New York State produced widespread showers and 
thunderstorms. Albion in Orleans County and Rochester in Monroe County 
were the hardest hit communities. 


Thunderstorms July 2 and 3, 1974 caused much flooding from the 
eastern Finger Lakes through the Mohawk River to the Schoharie Valley. 
Rainfall exceeded 4 inches (100 mil 1 imetres) in 12 hours at many report- 
ing stations. Considerable flooding occurred in Syracuse, Utica, and 
other communities in Onondaga and Oneida Counties. 


On July 5, a series of brief, violent storms occurred in Columbia 
County. About 4 inches (100 mitlimetres) caused as much flooding and 
damage as in the flood of June 1972. 


On October 29, 1974, the floor of an elevated section of the Barge 
Canal collapsed into a sewer project tunnel being bored under it near 
Bushnells Basin in Monroe County. 


Minor floods within the State are reported by region for each year. 




INTRODUCTION 


This report summarizes the f100ding and flood damage in New York 
State during calendar years 1973 and 1974. It was prepared at the request 
of the New York State Department of Transportation under an agreement 
between the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and 
the u.s. Geo1ogica1 Survey to investigate the water resources of the State. 


Precipitation data used in the report were obtained from Environmental 
Data Service, Nationa1 Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 


Stream discharge data were taken from Geo1ogica1 Survey gaging station 
records and from indirect measurements based on surveys made after floods. 


Reports of flooding were obtained from "Climato1ogical Data" and tlStorm 
Data ll (publications of NOAA) and from newspaper articles. Damage estimates 
are quoted from newspaper items and, unless otherwise indicated, were given 
by local officials. The news items are arranged in chronological order by 
region. 
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FLOODS IN NEW YORK 1973 


OUTSTANDING FLOODS 


The two most damaging floods in New York in 1973 were the result of 
lakeshore flooding of Lake Ontario on March 18 and 19, and the heavy 
rainfall in the eastern and southeastern regions June 28-30. 


Flood of March 18 and 19, 1973 on Lake Ontario Shoreline 


Gale-force winds on Lake Ontario created waves that caused consider- 
,able shoreline damage from Niagara County to Jefferson County on March 
18 and 19. Property damage was greatest along the shore of Monroe 
County and was estimated to be $16 million in the seven-county area. 
Many beach houses were damaged by flooding or collapsed into the lake 
from erosion of foundations. Several families were evacuated from their 
homes when threatened by the high waves. 


The monthly mean elevations of Lake Ontario at Oswego and Lake Erie 
at Buffalo, compared with the monthly mean elevations for the periods of 
record, are shown in figures 1 and 2. Although there were only a few 
incidents of flooding from Lake Erie, the recordbreaking monthly mean 
elevations on this lake warrant their inclusion in the report. In every 
month except November and December, the monthly mean elevation of Lake 
Erie exceeded the previously recorded maximum. On Lake Ontario, the 
previous maximum was surpassed only in April. 


At the request of Governor Rockefeller, President Nixon declared 
seven counties--Niagara, Orleans, Monroe, Wayne, Cayuga, Oswego, and 
Jefferson--to be flood-disaster areas. (See fig. 3). 


Flood of June 28-30, 1973 in Southeastern New York 


From June 28-30, a heavy rainstorm drenched Sullivan and Delaware 
Counties, then moved eastward through the rest ot the Catskifls and 
lower Hudson Valley. Rainfall averaged between 4 and 7 in. (100 to 
180 mm). (See fig. 4). Four in. (100 mrn) of precipitation was re- 
corded in Walton in a 24-hr period and brought the June total to 8.6 in. 
(218 mm), the most ever recorded at the local weather station for the 
month of June. 


Many small streams overflowed. On Friday, June 29, Sullivan and 
Delaware Counties reported the most serious flooding since 1947. (See 
figs. 5, 6, and 7.) 


The hardest hit communities were Delhi, Walton, Cadosia, and Hancock 
in Delaware County, and Callicoon and Hortonville in Sullivan County. Many 
dwellings and business places in Delhi were affected, and 100 persons were 
evacuated from their homes for the night. In Walton, water was 5 ft (1.5 m) 
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deep in one street. At Callicoon, the first floor of a hotel was flooded 
to a depth of 4 ft (1.2 m), and windows were intentionally broken to allow 
the water to flow out. 


Onion fields near Florida in Orange County were flooded, but damage 
in the county was light. 


On the east side of the Hudson River, Dutch


, Columbia, and Rensselaer 
Counties suffered most from the storm; rainfall on the east side averaged 
approximately the same as on the west side. --- 


On Saturday morning, June 30, several families were evacuated from 
the vicinity of Wappinger, Creek between Rochdale and Pleasant Valley. 
The creek was rising at the rate of 6 in./hr (150 mm/hr). Some roads 
were closed by the high 
ter, and some bridges were damaged. One hun- 
dred families were forced from their homes in Hi I I brook, where flooding 
was reported to be the worst since 1955. 


In Columbia County, a state of emergency was declared after 2 days of 
rain caused streams to overflow and damage highways, bridges, and private 
property. Many communities were affected, and damages were estimated to 
total millions of dollars. 


At a campground at Petersburg in Rensselaer County, more than 30 
camping trailers and mobile homes were severely damaged by the overflowing 
Little Hoolic River. Three mobile homes and two camping trailers were 
washed away. 


The Federal Disaster Assistance Administration announced on July 25 
that six counties--Rensselaer, Columbia, Dutchess, Ulster, Delaware, and 
Sullivan--had been declared flood-disaster areas. Damage from the June 29- 
July 5 floods in the six counties was estimated to be $12 million. In 
addition to the financial loss, the floods were responsible for the deaths 
of four people, and several others had to be" rescued by firemen. The 
Federal Disaster Assistance Administration estimated that it would receive 
requests for financial aid from 83 communities in the six counties. 


In spite of the intense rainfall, no new peak discharges were 
established at any long-term gaging stations. Table 1 lists the sites 
where discharges were determined for this flood and, if available, the 
maximum discharge determined previously. 
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r to table 1.) 
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Table 1.-- Summary of selected peak stages and discharges in the southeastern 
and eastern regions of New York, June 29 - July 1, 1973 


Station Drainage Period 
number Stream and place of measurement area of 
(m i 2) record 
01333500 Little Hoosic River at Petersburg 56. 1 1951-73 
01359924 Hannacroix Creek near New Baltimore 61.6 1967-73 
01361200 Claverack Creek at Claverack 60.6 1960-68 
01361570 Tenmile Creek at Oakhi11 35.3 1968-73 
01362100 Roeliff Jansen Kill near Hil1sdale 27.5 1957-64 
01362150 Bashbish Brook at Copake Falls 15.9 
01372200 Wappinger Creek near Clinton Corners 92.4 1956-73 
01372300 Little Wappinger Creek at Salt Point 32.9 1956-73 
01427405 Delaware River near Cal1icoon 1,706 1967-73 
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Maximum flood p reviousl y known Maximum durin g 1973 
Gage Dischar g e Gage Dischar g e 
Date height (ft3/s) Date he i ght ( ft3/s) 
( feet) ftJ/s Imi 2 ( feet ) ft3/s /mi 2 
9-12-60 8.28 4.760 84.8 6-30 9.20 5.000 89.1 
4- 3-70 5. 10 1.350 21.9 7- t 5.43 1 .780 28.9 
2-26-61 7.68 1 t 940 32.0 6-]0 12.38 4,960 81.8 
6-22-72 5.71 1 , 560 44.2 6-30 6.43 2,540 72.0 
3- 6- 59 6.04 1 ,370 49.8 6-30 9.78 3,280 119 
6-30 3,800 23.9 
4- 2-]0 11 . 37 2.300 24.9 6-30 16.13 8,510 92.1 
4- 3-70 6.46 838 25.5 6-30 6.97 1 ,200 36.5 
4-21-72 8.80 22 , 200 13.0 6-29 13.55 60 , 500 3 5.5 
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SUMMARY OF OTHER FLOODS 


Southeastern Region 


In every month except January and November, some degree of flooding 
was reported in the New York City-Staten Island-Long Island area. Very 
heavy rains and thunderstorms caused flooded subways and highways and 
the usual interruptions in commuter travel and telephone service. On 
August 2, 1.51 in. (38.4 mm) of rain was recorded in New York City 
between 9 and 10 a.m. This l-hr total exceeded the previous record of 
1.50 in. (38.1 mm) set for that date in 1875. In late October, Tropical 
Storm Gilda caused flooding and erosion of Long Island's south shore 
beaches. 


An ice jam in the Wallkill River in February flooded roads near 
New Paltz. It was reported to be the worst jam in the river in 15 years. 


Eastern Region 


Flooding in the eastern region was generally caused by heavy rains 
in the spring, and by rain, melting snow, and ice jams in December. 


Ice jams in the Hoosic River and Batten Kill flooded hundreds of 
acres of farmland in Washington and Rensselaer Counties on December 21. 
Some families were forced to leave their homes. 


Melting snow and nearly 4 in. (100 mm) of rain in less than a week 
forced Schoharie Creek over its banks between Middleburgh and Blenheim 
for several hours on December 21. 


The worst Hudson River ice jam in 60 years caused severe flooding 
problems in the Corinth-Spier Falls area. The ice jammed on December 20 
when a log boom broke loose above the dam at Corinth. The main blockage 
extended for more than 1 mi (1.6 km) downstream from the dam. A paper 
mill near Palmer Falls was forced to close when water poured into its 
lower floors. 


Extensive flooding was reported in many communities on December 27 
when ice jams in the Hudson and Mohawk Rivers forced water over the banks. 
Flooding in the Schenectady pumping station and the Stockade area forced 
about 30 families from their homes for the night. Lowlands in the towns 
of Glenville and Rotterdam were covered with water. Route 5S was closed 
and 1 ft (0.3 m) of water covered Route 5. A profile of the water surface 
caused by the ice jam of Mohawk River between Ferry Street, Schenectady, 
and the Crescent Power Dam for December 27, 1973 is shown in figure 8. 
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Northern Region 


The village of Champlain in Clinton County reported the worst flood- 
ing in more than 25 yrs on January 25, when an ice jam backed up water 
from the Great Chazy River into the business section of the village. 


High water surrounded many camps and flooded boathouses and docks 
on Lake Champlain in April and on the St. Lawrence River in May. 


High temperatures and rain in late December caused the Black River 
to flood some roads in Lewis County. 


Central Region 


Only minor flooding was reported in the central region in 1973. 
Some flooding occurred in the Syracuse and Baldwinsville vicinity in 
early January and again in April and June. Utica and nearby communities 
reported minor flooding in December. 


Western Region 


In the western region, flooding was generally minor and resulted 
from heavy showers and short-duration rains. 


Wind-driven waves on Lake Erie caused lakeshore damage at Buffalo 
in January and at Silver Creek and Sunset Bay in November. 


Snow melt and rain caused flooding in Genesee, Livingston, and 
Allegany Counties in March. Damage in the village of Pavilion was 
estimated to be $100,000. A dozen streets in Cheektowaga were under 
hip-deep water in December. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL DESCRIPTIONS OF FLOODS WITHIN REGIONS 


The following flood descriptions are edited versions of local news 
items. The sources are in capital letters. These accounts are grouped 
by region and are in chronological order within each region. 


Southeastern Region 


STORM DATA, February 1-2, 1973 
Very heavy rainfall of 3.0 to 3.5 in. (76.2 to 88.9 rom) fell from 
New York City northward to Putnam County and eastern Orange County in 
the tower Hudson Valley. Storms dropping 1.7 to 2.4 in. (43.2 to 61.0 mm) 
spread from Staten Island eastward through Queens. Nassau, and Suffolk 
Counties on Long Island. Heaviest rains fell on February 2, when 2.98 in. 
(7S.7 mm) were measured at Central Park Observatory, New York City. 
Street and highway flooding was extensive in greater New York City. 
Local flooding was also reported in Westchester, Putnam, and southern 
Dutchess Counties. 


THE NEW YORK TIMES, February 3 


Unseasonably warm weather of 58°F (14°C) which tied the record set 
in 1967, turned what could have been a heavy snowstorm into a rainfall 
of more than 2.5 in. (63.S rom). Many basements, streets, and parkways 
in the New York City area were flooded, and thousands of commuters were 
stranded. 


TARRYTOWN NEWS, February 3 


Flooded streets and basements were reported in Tarrytown, North 
Tarrytown, and Irvington yesterday. 


YONKERS HERALD STATESMAN, February 3 


Friday night's rain caused flooding of up to 4 ft (1.2 m) in some 
areas along Nepperhan Avenue in Yonkers, when the Saw Hill River went 
over its banks. Elmsford also reported some flooding. 


WHITE PLAINS REPORTER-DISPATCH, February 3 


A temporary state of emergency was declared at 4 p.m. Friday because 
of extensive flooding of downtown Chappaqua. 
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POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL, February 3 


Minor flooding of streets and basements in Pawling and Holmes was 
reported yesterday. 


LONG ISLAND PRESS, February 3 


A record 2.49 in. (63.2 mm) of rain fell on Long Island yesterday. 
Streets and expressways were flooded, and traffic was seriously delayed. 


STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, February 3 
A violent storm with 30-mi/hr (48 km/hr) winds and 2.5 in. (63.5 mm) 
of rain battered Staten Island yesterday afternoon and snarled traffic, 
flooded roads, and cut off rail service in some sections. Street inter- 
sections and basements in West Brighton, Bullshead, New Dorp, and 
Annadale were flooded. 


POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL, February 4 


A family of six was evacuated by rowboat from its home in East 
Fishkill on Saturday. While a helicopter directed the rescue opera- 
tion, 15 volunteer firemen carried a boat through the woods to reach 
the house, which was surrounded by 3.5 to 5 ft (1. I to 1.5 m) of water. 
Several Dutchess County roads were reported to be flooded. 


NEW YORK TIMES, February 5 


Flooding forced Westchester County authorities to close Route 90 
for a 6-mi (9.7-km) stretch from the Bear Mountain Bridge to Route 401 
in Garrison yesterday. 


MIDDLETOWN TIMES HERALD-RECORD, February 5 


An ice jam on the Wall kill River forced the closing of two roads in 
the New Paltz area last night. A half-mile (0.8 km) stretch of Springtown 
Road was under 5 to 6 ft (1.5 to 1.8 m) of water. Weekend rains melted 
most of the 13 in. (330 mm) of snow in New Paltz and released huge chunks 
of river ice that piled up along Springtown Road and Route 299. The ice 
jam was reported to be the worst in the area in 15 yrs. 
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NEWBURGH NEWS, February 5 


Penn Central Railroad's Harlem Branch was out of service from about 
7 p.m. Friday until Sunday afternoon because the tracks at Brewster were 
flooded. Passenger service was maintained by using buses on the regular 
train schedule. Schoolbuses normally using Route 90 were rerouted over 
other highways. 


BREWSTER STANDARD, February 8 


Parking lots were badly flooded in Brewster on February 2, and 
people were forced to wade through knee-deep water to retrieve their 
ca rs . 


HIGHLAND FALLS NEWS OF THE HIGHLANDS, February 8 


For over 4 hrs on Friday, February 2, Highland Falls was without a 
water supply because of a 24-hr rainstorm that caused extensive
 minor 
flooding throughout the area. The rain of over 2 in. (50 mm) melted 
snow that had fallen the previous week and added that water to already 
swollen streams, and debris washed downstream by Highland Brook clogged 
the intake screens of the water treatment plant. Also, streets and 
basements in Highland Falls and Fort Montgomery were flooded. 


NEW YORK POST, March 26 


Rush-hour traffic was bumper-to-bumper in many sections of metro- 
politan New York area today as heavy early-morning rains flooded several 
parkways. 


POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL, April 3 


Rainfall beginning Saturday night, March 31, and continuing through 
Sunday and most of Monday caused Morgan Lake to overflow, flooding Smith 
Street and Hudson Avenue in Poughkeepsie. Traffic was still impeded 
this morning, and travelers could not enter or leave the city by this 
route. 


MIDDLETOWN TIMES HERALD-RECORD, April 5 


The rain-swollen Wal1kill River near Middletown has gone over its 
banks in some areas, flooding fields. 
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LONG ISLAND PRESS, April 5 


Large stretches of Long Island's barrier beaches are being washed 
away by the recent record rainfall, high tides, and storm waves. Hit 
, 
hardest are sections of Shinnecock, Robins Rest on Fire Island, Gilgo 
Beach in Babylon, and a l-mi (1.6-km) stretch of Rockaway Beach near 
97th Street. Yesterday a summer home in Robins Rest was washed away 
and several others were threatened with destruction. 


MIDDLETOWN TIMES HERALD-RECORD, AprilS 


Yesterday's heavy rain caused some flooding of recently planted 
fields in the Florida and Pine Island areas. Minor flooding of highways 
in the area was also reported. 


NEWBURGH NEWS, April 6 


Early April rains have brought new flooding to property in the 
vicinity of Quassaick Avenue and Forest Road in New Windsor. 


GARDEN CITY NEWSDAY, April 9 


For more than a week, a home on Middle Country Road in Coram has 
been an island surrounded by 1.5 to 3 ft (0.5 to 0.9 m) of water. 


STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, April 11 


Two days after the heavy rain on Sunday, April 8, some streets in 
Fox Hills were still flooded. On Monday, students were forced to wade 
through water to reach their school, and traffic was confined to one 
lane of a four-lane street. 


LONG ISLAND'PRESS, April 23 


The current cellar-flooding conditions in parts of the town of 
Babylon are the result of heavy rains that have raised the ground-water 
level to as much as 5 ft (1.5 m) higher than normal, according to the 
town highway superintendent. 


NEW YORK POST, April 26 


Wind-driven rain lashed New YO,rk City today, causing highway flood- 
ing and lengthy rush-hour delays on roads and railways. By 10 a.m., more 
than 1 in. (25 mm) of rain, accompanied by winds to 35 mi/hr (56 km/hr) 
had fallen on the city since last night. 
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STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, May 10 


Thousands of Staten Islanders were affected yesterday by a torren- 
tial, 1.7-in. (43.2-mm) rainfall that knocked out electrical service in 
some areas and flooded cellars and roads. That figure, recorded during 
a 24-hr period ending at 7 a.m. today, pushed this year's total rain- 
fall beyond the record-breaking accumulations recorded by this time last 
yea r . 


KINGSTON FREEMAN, May 11 


Torrential rains last night caused flooding of the Beerkill on Cape 
Road near the site of a new bridge construction. At Cooper Lake, 2.15 in. 
(54.6 mm) of rain was recorded in the storm. 


STORM DATA, June 6 


Scattered thunderstorms that preceded a cold front approaching New 
York State from the west caused local flooding, especially in Orange, 
Ulster, and Sullivan Counties. Cal1icoon Creek flooded and washed out a 
bridge near Kenoza Lake, and several roads were flooded in this area. 


STORM DATA, June 28-30 


An eastward-moving cold front slowed over eastern New York on 
Thursday, June 28 and passed into New England tate on Saturday. Large 
amounts of rain fell during this time; the heaviest were from late 
Thursday to early Saturday morning. On Friday, Sullivan and Delaware 
Counties reported the most serious flooding since 1947. Hardest hit 
were the towns of Delhi and Callicoon. By Saturday, the rest of the 
Catskills and the Hudson Valley had experienced some flooding but on 
a less serious scale. Rainfall averaged between 4 and 7 in. (100 and 
180 mm). 


BINGHAMTON EVENING PRESS, June 29 


A state of emergency existed in Delaware County's town of Hancock 
today when Cadosia Creek went on a rampage caused by heavy midnight 
rains and routed the population of 300 from their beds in Cadosia. 


The town supervisor asked that a state of emergency be declared 
when it was reported that severa 1 bridges had been damaged or destroyed 
and that many roads were washed out. 


23 



1973 


Four in. (100 mm) of rain fell in Walton in a 24-hr period, which 
brought the June total to 8.6 in. (218 mm), the greatest ever recorded 
at the local weather station for the month of June. Water as deep as 
5 ft (1.5 m) was flowing in Delaware Street in the village. Flooding 
Third Brook damaged several homes before flowing through a furniture 
factory on West Street, where it heavily damaged machinery, new furni- 
ture, and raw materials. 


Flooding was also reported in Hortonville and Callicoon. In 
Cal1icoon, the business section was flooded to a depth of 3 ft (0.9 m). 
The ground floors of barber shops, banks, a hotel, and grocery stores 
were flooded. 


KINGSTON FREEMAN, June 29 


A series of severe summer thunderstorms flooded parts of Ulster 
County Thursday night and early today. Hardest hit was the Ellenvil1e 
area, where damage at a knife factory was estimated to be $20,000. 
Also, several roads near the village were flooded. 


PORT JERVIS UNION GAZETTE, June 30 


Early yesterday morning, Callicoon firemen began evacuating campers 
from the Upper Delaware Campgrounds. Picnic tables and three camper 
trucks were washed downstream. Many of the 100 persons evacuated were 
forced to take refuge in trees until rescued. No injuries were reported, 
and no lives were lost in the area. 


BINGHAMTON EVENING NEWS, June 30 


Although the water level has receded in a reservoir on Steele Creek 
upstream from the village of Delhi, more than 100 persons who were evac- 
uated from their homes yesterday have not been allowed to go home this 
morning. 


Many businesses and homes were flooded, and some garages were washed 
away by water from Steele Creek, which was flowing 2.5 ft (0.85 m) deep 
over the dam. 


BEACON NEWS, June 30 


Dutchess County's Sheriff.s deputies began to evacuate several 
families from the path of Wappinger Creek this morning in the area from 
Rochdale to Pleasant Valley. The creek was rising at a rate of 6 in./hr 
(150 mm/hr) as a result of Friday.s torrential rain. Parts of the 
Taconic Parkway and other roads were blocked by high water. 
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MIDDLETOWN TIMES HERALD-RECORD, June 30 


Three towns in western Sullivan County and parts of Delaware County 
were declared flood disaster areas by their officials yesterday as heavy 
rains drenched southeastern New York. A state of emergency was declared 
for the towns of Fremont, Delaware, and Fallsburg in Sullivan County, and 
later in the towns of Delhi and Hancock in Delaware County. 


Evacuation of several hundred persons from homes and trailer parks 
was underway in lowlands along the Delaware River. At least three bridges 
were reported washed out and several highways were ordered closed in 
Sullivan County. 


POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL, July 1 


Floodwaters that caused the evacuation of hundreds of families through- 
out Dutchess County began to recede late last night. 
Cresting streams, swollen by the 5.5 in. (140 mm) of rain since June 28, 
caused the closing of many roads and ruined hundreds of thousands of dollars 
worth of property. 


In Dutchess County, more than 100 families were evacuated in Hillbrook, 
and Route 44 was closed between the Taconic Parkway and Route 82 becavse of 
3 ft (0.9 m) of water. In the Town of Poughkeepsie, most of the Shady Brook 
Trailer Park was evacuated. 


Police and fire sources reported that the entire lengths of Wappinger, 
Sprout, and Fishkill Creeks had serious flooding problems all day Saturday. 
Rescues were performed by several fire companies, and 10 volunteers worked 
more than an hour to rescue two men from Wappinger Creek. 


Secondary roads throughout Pleasant Valley, La Grange, and the town 
of Poughkeepsie were closed most of the day because of fallen trees and 
branches, and deep water. 


LONG ISLAND PRESS, July 1 


At least 3 in. (76 mm) of rain fell on some Long Island communities 
Friday and early yesterday. The Jericho Turnpike was closed yesterday 
morning in Syossett, the Northern State Parkway was closed at Route 106, 
and the Long Island Expressway was closed at the Guinea Woods Road. 


MIDDLETOWN SUNDAY RECORD, July 1 


Onion fields near Florida were under water Saturday, but generally, 
damage in Orange County was minor. A few roads in Pine Island were 
flooded. 
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MIDDLETOWN TIMES HERALD-RECORD, July 1 


Part of the flood control project under construction on the Beer 
Kill at Ellenville was washed away. 


Restoration of the old Delaware River hamlet of Cal1icoon began 
Saturday. Damage was estimated to be as high as $1 million. 


KINGSTON FREEMAN, July I 


On Saturday, the County Legislature Chairman declared Ulster County 
a disaster area and asked governor Rockefeller to do the same so that 
the county could receive Federal aid. Several roads were closed when 
streams went over their banks in New Paltz, Accord, and Eddyville. 


NEWBURGH NEWS, July 2 


Truck farm crops of corn, tomatoes, and other vegetables were 
washed out near New Paltz. 


The most serious damage in Newburgh from the weekend rain was a 
mud-slide that blocked River Road when a drain line gave way and washed 
tons of mud onto the road. 


TROY TIMES-RECORD, July 2 


Severe weekend flooding caused the drowning of four persons in 
New York State. 


The body of a Yonkers man was recovered Sunday from the rain- 
swollen waters of the Wallkil1 River in New Paltz. 


DEPOSIT COURIER, July 3 


The village of Deposit and surrounding areas withstood the heaviest 
downpour of the year last Thurdsay night and Friday morning as thunder- 
storms dumped 3.3 in. (83.8 mm) of rain on the community, but flood damage 
was minor. The usual trouble areas at Butler Brook, Big Hollow Brook, and 
Bone Creek caused little damage because emergency flood relief measures 
were completed last spring. 
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BEACON NEWS, July 3 


Several trailers in the Shady Brook Trailer Park in the town of 
Poughkeepsie were swept off their foundations and many other trailers 
were damaged by the overflowing Wappinger Creek last Saturday. Resi- 
dents of the park were allowed to return to their mobile homes Sunday, 
but drinking water had to be brought in by truck. 


MILLBROOK ROUND TABLE, July 4 


The worst flooding since 1955 struck the Millbrook area on Saturday, 
June 30, after torrential rains dumped nearly 6 in. (150 mm) of water in 
a day. 


Water in tow-lying areas accumulated to depths few could remember 
being equalled. Many roads were temporarily impassable. 


Some of the worst damage resulted from the overflowing of Wappinger 
Creek. In Hibernia, the creek rose above the floor of the bridge on 
Hibernia Road east of the Taconic Parkway and flooded the first floors 
of several houses. Many houses were temporarily evacuated. 


LIVINGSTON MANOR TIMES, July 5 


By late morning on Friday of last week, water was cascading down 
streets in Liberty, leaving them choked with debris. By midafternoon, 
the Wi 110wemoc and Little Beaverkill at Livingston Manor were going over 
their banks and flooding low areas. Campers at the Willowemoc campsite 
were evacuated, and unoccupied trailers were pulled to higher ground. 
The same was done at the Twin Island campsite below Roscoe. 


The Livingston Manor sewer plant was once again under water. 


MONTICELLO REPUBLICAN WATCHMAN, July 5 


Sullivan County was recovering this week from one of the worst floods 
in many years around Cal1icoon and the Town of Fremont. Callicoon Creek, 
its tributaries, and Hankins Creek were especially hard hit. Reports vary 
on the amount of rainfall. As much as 8 in. (200 mm) was reported in 
Delaware County, where the East and West Branches of the Delaware River 
flooded at Delhi, Walton, and Hancock. 


At a farm 2 mi (3 km) north of Hortonville, a brook raged down from 
a mountain, gouged out part of the farm, and caved in the bridge on the 
main county highway between Hortonville and North Branch. 
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The creek flowing down into Hankins from the Tennanah Lake area 
washed out the county highway in several places between Hankins and 
Fremont Center. Near Hankins, a barn containing pigs and chickens was 
washed away. 


At CalJicoon, a creek coming down off the mountain flooded a hotel 
with 4 ft (1.2 m) of water, and windows were intentionally broken to let 
the water out. In the village, water rushed over the railroad tracks 
and stalled a freight train when the tracks gave way. The railroad cars 
were separated to let the water flow through. 


MARGARETVILLE CATSKILL MOUNTAIN NEWS, July 5 


Except for isolated places, the Margaretvil1e area escaped damage 
that was caused in much of the county by last week's heavy rain. 


STORM DATA, July 5 


Thunderstorms with wind gusts of more than 60 mi/hr (97 km/hr) 
caused excessive urban flooding in New York City and Long Island. At 
LaGuardia Airport a record 1.02 in. (25.9 mm) of rain was recorded in 
15 min. 


POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL, July 5 


An early-morning thunderstorm today snarled traffic, flooded some 
streets, and caused a power interruption in the Brickerhoff and Stormville 
areas of southern Dutchess County. Volunteer fire companies were called 
to pump out cellars in Fishkill, East Fishkill, and Wappingers Falls. 


Heavy rains hit the Pawling area yesterday. A few county roads 
were closed by flooding or washouts. The Denton Lake dam near Holmes 
overflowed and washed out part of the road along the lake. 


NEW YORK POST, July 5 


A sudden storm with gale-force winds dropped 1.11 in. (28.2 mm) of 
rain in 10 min on the metropolitan New York area early this morning. 
Flooding of subway tracks and stations held up rail service, and flood- 
ing, mudslides, and fallen trees also caused traffic delays on many 
major highways. 
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POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL, July 8 


More than 1,000 acres of Dutchess County's croplands were severely 
damaged by the heavy rainfall on June 29-30. Greatest damage was in the 
loss of topsoil. All types of farms were affected, but the worst damage 
was to cornfields through gullying and erosion. 


CARMEL COURIER, July 11 


Heavy rains caused thousands of dollars of damage to Putnam County 
roads recently; highways in the town of Kent were particularly hard hit. 


MfDDLETOWN TIMES HERALD RECORD, July 11 


A report by Sullivan County Public Works Commissioner to the board 
of supervisors has placed the total flood damage to public property in 
Sullivan County at $4 million. This figure includes damage to county 
roads and bridges and town-owned roads and bridges. 


GARDEN CITY NEWSDAY, July 12 


Nearly 1 in. (25 mm) of rain fell on Long Island yesterday during 
a 3-hr summer stonm that caused some local flooding and dozens of minor 
traffic tieups. Nassau and Suffolk Counties, where 0.9 in. (22.9 mm) of 
rain was measured between 4:30 and 7 p.m. were the hardest hit. 


ONEONTA STAR, July 12 


Flood damage in Delaware County, according to the Chairman of the 
Delaware County Board of Supervisors, is estimated \to be $2,190,917. 
The damage total is broken down as follows: agricultural, $712,000; 
industrial and commercial, $320,917; private housing, $200,000; town 
highways and bridges $694,000; and county highways and bridges, $264,000. 


STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, July 22 


Trains loaded with 500 passengers were stuck in Grand Central 
Terminal for nearly 2 hrs early yesterday because of flooded tracks in 
the Bronx. Penn Central Railroad shut down all power because of the 
flooding. 


SUNDAY NEWS, July 22 


More than 2 in. (SO mm) of rain fell on New York City beginning 
about 8 p.m., Friday, July 20. One and one-half inches (38 mm) was 
recorded in a 4-hr period. In Westchester County, parts of both the 
Hutchinson River Parkway and the Bronx River Parkway were closed in 
both directions when flooding made them impassable. 
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MARLBOROUGH SOUTHERN ULSTER PIONEER, July 25 


Ulster County Legislature Chairman this week announced a prelimi- 
nary estimate of $1.2 million in flood damage resulting from the June 29 
weekend storm. Damage to public roads and facilities was estimated to 
be $690,374, and to crops, $500,000. 


DELHI DELAWARE,REPUBLICAN-EXPRESS, July 26 


An announcement was made on July 24 at a meeting in Livingston 
Manor that on July 20 President Nixon had declared Delaware, Sullivan, 
and Ulster Counties disaster areas as a result of the recent floods. 
This designation allows municipalities to obtain Federal money to 
replace or repair flood-damaged, publicly owned property. 


STORM DATA, August 2 


A torrential rainstorm moving in from Pennsylvania produced a 
record rainfall of 2.49 in. (63.2 mm) in New York City. Between 9 and 
10 a.m., 1.51 in. (38.4 mm) was recorded. This l-hr total exceeded the 
previous record of 1.50 in. (38. I mm) for that date, which was set in 
1875. Flooding caused massive delays on subway and rail lines and tied 
up commuter traffic around the city. Telephone service was lost to 
thousands in midtown Manhattan and in scattered sections of Brooklyn, 
Queens, and the Bronx. 


WAPPINGERS AND SOUTHERN DUTCHESS NEWS, August 2 


The Federal Disaster Assistance Administration stated that a 
rough estimate of flood damage in Dutchess County from the June flood 
is $992,000. This includes $175,000 in agricultural damage, $212,000 
in public property damage, and $605,000 in private property damage. 


LONG ISLAND PRESS, JAMAICA, August 3 


Homeowners in western Long Island communities today continued mop- 
up operations in the wake of yesterday's record downpour. 


Yesterday, the wettest August 2 on record, was marked by stalled 
subways, multiple car accidents, traffic jams, and brownouts in the 
metropolitan area. 


MIDDLETOWN TIMES HERALD-RECORD, August 3 


Water was up to 1 ft (0.3 m) deep on lawns and driveways on West 
Shore Road and Cooper Drive in Kauneonga Lake, Sullivan County, yesterday. 
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STORM DATA, September 5 


A brief, violent thunderstorm swept across Long Island's north 
shore with torrents of rain today and caused power failures and flood- 
ing in several communities. 


STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, September 15 


The 2-week dry spell ended on Staten Island yesterday with a 
rainfall of 1.8 in. (45.7 mm), which caused some road flooding and 
many minor traffic accidents. 


LONG ISLAND PRESS, JAMAICA, September 19 


Tornadoes were reported at scattered points on Long Isl.nd yester- 
day. No injuries were reported, but considerable damage was done to 
roofs, small boats, and trees. A half in. (13 mm) of rainfall caused 
flooding and poor visibility, which delayed early morning commuter and 
school traffic. 


STORM DATA, October 26 


Tropical Storm Gilda caused some flooding and erosion of the beaches 
of long Island's south shore and damaged beach facilities today. 


STORM DATA, October 29 


A record rainfall of 3.67 in. (93.2 mm) battered New York City today, 
which ended an October drought that had set a record of 26 consecutive days 
without measurable rainfall. The storm created snarled traffic and drenched 
pedestrians, and many delays were caused on the Rapid Transit System and 
Penn Central by flooding. Beaches in the coastal areas suffered further 
erosion. 


NEW YORK POST, October 29 


Heavy rains and blustery winds caused lengthy rush-hour traffic delays 
throughout the metropolitan area today. Traffic was slow
d on a11 the city's 
major arteries by stalled cars, local flooding, and at least 20 minor acci- 
dents. Mile-long delays were reported at the Midtown Tunnel and several 
bridges. The worst spots were the Triborough Bridge, the Throgs Neck Bridge, 
the Whitestone Bridge, and the Queens Expressway. 


STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, October 30 


The record-breaking rain yesterday caused flooding of some streets 
in the flood-prone areas of Dongan Hills, Eltingville, and South Beach 
on Staten Island. 
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PORT JERVIS UNION GAZETTE, December 21 


Heavy rain and water from 6 to 12 in. (150 to 300 mm) of melting 
snow swelled brooks, flooded cellars, and sent torrents of water down 
city streets in Port Jervis today. 


The storm which began Thursday afternoon, had dumped 2.07 in. 
(51.8 mm) of rain on the city by Friday morning. Street flooding was 
reported in most sections of the city. 


KINGSTON FREEMAN, December 21 


Torrential rains that pelted Ulster County since early last evening 
caused swollen streams to overflow their banks. Traffic was snarled, and 
many area schools were forced to close early. 


Sawkill Creek raged out of control today as heavy winter rains sent 
water swirling over its banks. Uncrossable by school bus shortly before 
noon, it kept Zena Elementary School pupils stranded in the Zena Fire 
Station. 


NEWBURGH NEWS, December 21 


Flash-flood warnings were issued in the mid-Hudson Valley today 
in the aftermath of an all-night deluge, that coupled with a rise in 
temperature, melted much of the snow remaining from last week's storm. 
Many highways were reported to be flooded, and several were closed. 
Highway flooding was bad and getting worse by midmorning, according to 
the sheriff's department. Schools were closed in Kingston as Rondout 
Creek flooded roads. 


LONG ISLAND PRESS, December 21 


Today's rainfall has caused flooding conditions throughout Queens, 
Nassau, and Suffolk Counties. 


STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, December 22 


A record rainfall of more than 2 in. (50 mm) and melting snow 
combined to snarl traffic and flood yards and basements throughout 
Staten Island. Areas hardest hit were Dongan Hills, Grant City, 
Eltingville, Rosebank, Great Kills, New Springville, New Dorp, and 
Richmond. 
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NEW YORK DAILY NEWS, December 22 


The rainfall record for December was broken yesterday. By 3 p.m. 
rainfall totaled 8.38 in. (213 mm) which exceeded the previous high of 
7.53 in. (l9l mm) in 1956. Yesterday's storm produced 2.57 in. (65.3 mm) 
of rain and caused many traffic delays. In Westchester County, about 
10 mi (16 km) of the Sawmill River Parkway, the Bronx River Parkway, and 
the Hutchinson River Parkway had to be c1osed. 



 


ONEONTA STAR, December 22 


Early morning rains closed some roads and flooded ce1tars in cen- 
tral Delaware County yesterday. Parts of Route 10 near the hamtet of 
Fraser, outside of Delhi, was closed yesterday morning and remained 
closed all night. 


NEWBURGH NEWS, December 26 


last week's 2 to 3 in. (SO to 80 mm) of rainfall and subsequent 
flooding of the Black Dirt area at Pine Island may result in damages of 
as much as $3 million, according to the chainman of the Upper Wal1kil1 
River Advisory Council. He reported that the tow-lying fields were 
under 8 ft (2.4 m) of water. The loss would be mainly through soil 
erosion and the collapse of recently dug fanm ditches. 


HIGHLAND MID HUDSON POST, December 26 


A combination of heavy runoff and melting ice created an ice jam 
north of New Paltz on the Wallklll River last Thursday night and caused 
some flooding on Route 299 and Springtown Road. 


RHINEBECK GAZETTE-ADVERTISER, December 27 


On Friday, December 21, 1 in. (25 mm) of rain fell between 1 and 
7 a.m. Many areas were flooded and roads were damaged in some places. 
Parts of route 9G were temporarily closed. Phone service was inter- 
rupted in Millbrook and Sanfordvil1e, and the Barry town Post Office 
_ was surrounded by swirling waters early in the day. 


WOODSTOCK TOWNSMAN, December 27 


The town of Shandaken bore the brunt of the torrential downpour on 
Friday, December 21, which caused the closing of the Phoenicia Elemen- 
tary School. Many town roads were closed because of washouts. 
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HIGHLAND FALLS NEWS OF THE HIGHLANDS, December 27 


Torrents of rain Thursday night and Friday, December 20 and 21, which 
melted a hardpacked, 4 in. (100 mm) accumulation of snow and ice, resulted 
in widespread flooding throughout the township. Old Storm King Highway and 
other roads were closed by washouts and rockslides. Many cellars were flooded. 


NEW PALTZ NEWS, January 2, 1974 


Heavy rains last week and flooding from the Wallkill River resulted 
in the New Paltz Village sewer plant's being shut down for a week. 


Eastern Region 


ALBANY TIMES-UNION, February 4, 1973 


An ice jam in the Mohawk River near Vischer Ferry today threatened 
the Stockade area of Schenectady with flooding, but the water receded 
after reaching a depth of 6 in. (150 mm). 


The Columbia County Sheriff1s Department reported that Crow Hill Road 
in Spencertown and Route 7 in Ancram were under water. In Kinderhook, the 
animals in a veterinary hospital had to be evacuated. The U.S. Weather 
Service at Albany County Airport said that flooding resulted from the 
combination of a half in. (13 mm) rainfall on February 2 and above-average 
temperatures that peaked at 49°F (9°C). 


HOOSICK FALLS STANDARD PRESS, February 8 


When water from the Hoosic River rose 2.5 ft (0.8 m) over County 
Road 12 near Buskirk, firemen evacuated residents from three homes about 
midnight last Friday night. By 5 a.m. the next morning, water had risen 
5.5 ft (1.7 m) and had come within 6 in. (150 mm) of the covered bridge 
between Rensselaer and Washington Counties. 


ALBANY TIMES-UNION, March 18 


Heavy rain ranging from 0.25 in. (6.4 mm) west of the Capital District 
to 1 in. (25 mm) in the Glens Falls area was responsible for some smal1- 
stream flooding, backed-up sewers, and flooded cellars. 


HERKIMER TELEGRAM, AprilS 


Heavy rainfall yesterday caused widespread minor flooding throughout 
Herkimer County. In Middleville, floodwaters swept through the South 
Main Street area on Route 169 and the Little Falls Road after a storm 
sewer backed up. Many cellars were flooded. 
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CANAJOHARIE COURIER-STANDARD, April II 


Three days of steady rainfall early last week caused problems for 
residents on Reid and Beck Streets in Fort Plain. Despite efforts by 
the Fort Plain Department of Public Works, which sandbagged the entrance 
to Beck Street, several cellars in that area, for the second time in 
recent months, were flooded by water that swirled down Reid Street after 
overflowing a plugged sluiceway of an underground stream. 


ALBANY TIMES-UNION, July 1 


Almost 5 in. (130 mm) of rain fell in the Capital District since 
Thursday, with more than 3 in. (76 mm) of the total on Friday and Saturday. 


At the Albany County Airport parking lot, about 40 cars were up to 
their bumpers in water. Many roads and streets in the town of C010nle 
were flooded. 


At about 7:30 Saturday morning, Bashbish Brook began a rapid rise 
that lasted I hr and inflicted considerable property damage. As much as 
3 ft (0.9 m) of water ran through houses and businesses on the south side 
of old Route 22 near the village of Copake in Columbia County. Several 
village residents were evacuated for 2 hrs while the stream crested and 
receded. Upstream in Chatham, houses along River Street sustained some 
flooding. One trailer was swept away. At Malden Bridge, streams rose 
15 ft (4.6 m) above their banks and flooded fields. In East Nassau, 
outbuildings and trailers were flooded. 


HUDSON REGISTER-STAR, July 2 


A state of emergency will be declared tonight for Columbia County, 
after 2 days of rain sent torrents of water overflowing creek banks and 
flooded highways and property in the northern and eastern parts of the 
County. Damage is expected to run into millions of dollars. Towns 
hardest hit by the flood were New Lebanon, Canaan, Chatham, Austerlitz, 
Copake, Claverack, Livingston, Hi11sdale, Kinderhook, and Stockport. 
Lesser damage was reported in Ancram and Taghkanic. 


In the village of Ancram, a paper-manufacturing plant was closed 
when Roeliff Jensen Kill flooded the basement and soaked 35 motors. 


In Ghent, a water line was ruptured when Kline Kill covered the 
water main. Kinderhook Creek overflowed Saturday, flooded Dingman's 
Grove, and damaged at least six camping vehicles and several outbuildings. 


GLENS FALLS POST-STAR AND TIMES, July 2 


I 
The overflowing Hoosic River forced the closing of highways between 
Washington and Rensselaer Counties Saturday night. 
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CATSKILL MAIL, July 2 


Heavy rains over the weekend left I ft (0.3 m) of water along 
Greenvil1e's Main Street and nearly 2 ft (0.6 m) of water at a street 
intersection. One evacuation of an occupant of a house near Basic Creek 
was reported. Several cellars were flooded in Catskill. 


HUDSON REGISTER-STAR, July 3 


With flood damage estimated to be more than $2 million locally, the 
Columbia County Board of Supervisors asked Governor Rockefeller Monday 
night to declare the county a disaster area. Public property loss in 
the county, which consisted of washed-out roads, bridges, and shoulders, 
was estimated to be $625,000. The loss to agriculture was estimated to 
be $300,000, and to private property, $300,000. 


TROY TIMES-RECORD, July 3 


Creeks and rivers were returning to normal Monday, and all but a 
few persons displaced by heavy weekend flooding had reportedly returned 
home. The owner of a campground in Petersburg, one of the most deva- 
stated areas in the State, reported that the campground had been cleared 
of damaged trailers and debris. More than 30 traiTers were severely 
damaged on Saturday when the Little Hoosic River overflowed. 


CAMBRIDGE POST, July 5 


Rising to its highest level since the flood of 1945, the Little 
Hoosic River overflowed in Petersburg on Saturday morning. Two cars and 
three campers were washed away, and seven other cars were ruined at one 
campground. At another campground, three mobile homes and two campers 
were washed away. 


TROY TIMES-RECORD, July 11 


Estimates of damage in Resselaer County as a result of the June 28- 
30 flood may be as high as $1 million, according to an official of the 
County Civil Defense. Flooding was concentrated in the Hoosic River, 
Little Hoosic River, and Kinderhook Creek watersheds and tributaries. 


HUDSON REGISTER-STAR, July 11 


Loss from the recent flood in Columbia County has been estimated to 
be more than $3 million. 
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TROY TIMES-RECORD, July 25 


Flooding in Rensselaer County from June 20 to July 5 was estimated 
to be $1.1 million to agriculture, $520,000 to private property, and 
$150,000 to public roads and bridges, according to an announcement by 
the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration. Rensselaer, Columbia, 
Delaware, Sullivan, Ulster, and Dutchess Counties have been declared 
disaster areas by President Nixon. The estimate of total damage In the 
six counties was set at $12 million. 


TROY TIMES-RECORD, August 10 


Four Renssetaer County townships and the County Highw.y Department 
have applied for $112,060 in emergency advance disaster aid to repaJr 
public property damaged by June floods. The Federal and State estimate 
of public property damage in the county was $181,694. 


TROY TIMES-RECORD, August 30 


Completed applications for about $190,000 in U.S. Small Business 
Administration disaster aid loans have been received from five Rens. 
selaer County townships as a result of the June floods. 


SARATOGA SPRINGS SARATOGIAN, October 30 


Considerable flooding of Mechanicvil1e streets was reported by 
police last night as heavy rain fell. 


HUDSON REGISTER-STAR, December 21 


Heavy rain and melting snow sent many Columbia County streams 
surging over their banks into roads, fields, and cellars today. The 
County Highway Department reported at noon that 2.75 in. (69.8 mm) of 
rain had fallen since last eve ning. The rain and mild temperatures 
melted much of the 6- to a-in. (150- to 200-mm) snow cover. Many 
were closed early when streams
began to flood the bus routes. 


SCHENECTADY GAZETTE, December 22 


Route 30 south of Middleburg was closed to traffic last night, and 
several families in North Blenheim and Fultonham were evacuated from their 
homes because of flooding from Schoharie Creek. 
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GLENS FALLS POST-STAR AND TIMES, December 22 


Several roads in Rensselaer, Warren, and Washington Counties were 
closed yesterday when high water flooded the roads or threatened the 
safety of the bridges. Flooding was most serious along the Battenkill 
and Hoosic Rivers in Washington County. Huge ice jams in the rivers 
caused water to back up into fields and to flood hundreds of acres of 
farmland in both Washington and Renssealer Counties. Several homes 
along the South Cambridge-Buskirk Road were flooded, and families were 
evacuated. 


CATSKILL MAIL, December 24 


Many Greene County areas were flooded by heavy rains that began last 
Thursday and continued until midday Friday. Minor flooding of some roads 
and cellars was reported in the Catskill area. 


COBLESKILL TIMES-JOURNAL, December 26 


Melting snow and nearly 4 in. (100 mm) of rain in less than a week 
brought Schoharie Creek to flood stage last Friday. Route 30 was closed 
between Middleburgh and Blenheim for several hours, and families in the 
lowlands were evacuated from their homes. 


SCHENECTADY GAZETTE, December 27 


Rain and heavy thawing yesterday created an emergency situation in 
the town of Mayfield when the two top boards on the Gloversville City 
Reservoir broke, and water flooded the Jackson Summit Road and other 
roads north of the village of Mayfield. 


GLENS FALLS POST-STAR AND TIMES, December 27 


The worst ice jam in 60 years in the Hudson River caused severe 
flooding in the Corinth-Spier Falls area. The ice jammed in the river 
below Palmer Falls on Thursday, December 20, after a log boom broke 
loose above the dam at Corinth. The main blockage in the river now 
extends for more than 1 mi (1.6 km) between Palmer Falls, at Corinth and 
Spier Falls in the town of Moreau. Most of the flood damage was report- 
ed at a paper mi 11 near Palmer Falls, where water pouring int'o the lower 
floors of the mill stopped operations. Gates on the dam at Conklingville 
on Great Sacandaga Lake were closed in order to shut off all water from 
the Sacandaga River in an effort to keep the water level down in the 
Hudson. At the Spier Falls hydroelectric station the generator intakes 
were opened wide, and three floodgates were also opened in an attempt to 
flush the ice downstream. 
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TROY TIMES-RECORD, December 27 


A section of South Saratoga Street in Cohoes was closed today when 
a stream overflowed its banks. 


ALBANY TIMES-UNION, December 28 


Extensive flooding was reported in many Capitaland communities 
yesterday as ice jams in the Hudson and Mohawk Rivers forced water over 
the banks. The city pumping station on North Ferry Street, Schenectady, 
was inundated, and workers at the facility were forced to evacuate. The 
Stockade section of the city was flooded, and about 30 families living 
there were evacuated from their homes for the night. 


SCHENECTADY GAZETTE, December 28 


The overflowing Mohawk River flooded low-lying areas in Schenectady, 
Glenville, and Rotterdam yesterday. Highways were blocked, and the New 
Western Gateway bridge was closed for about an hour when water washed 
over the temporary east approach. In Glenville, a small airfield was 
flooded, and five private planes, using Route 5 as a runway, were flown 
from there to Schenectady County Airport. Route 5 was under a foot of 
water near the airfield but was not closed. Route SS near Rotterdam 
Junction was flooded and closed for ,several hours. 80th Lock 8 and 
Lock 9 of the State Barge Canal syst
 were covered with water during 
the day. 


TROY TIMES-RECORD, December 28, 1973 


Throughout this morning, official concern was ,centered on a massive 
ice jam under the twin bridges on Interstate 87 (Northway) at Crescent. 
Numerous side roads were closed in the Crescent-Clifton Park-Halfmoon 
area. A few streets and cellars were flooded in Waterford. In Cohoes, 
the Reavy bridge on Ontario Street was closed overnight when an ice jam 
threatened its safety. 


Northern Region 


PLATTSBURGH PRESS-REPUBLICAN, January 25, 1973 


The worst flooding of the Great Chazy River in more than 25 years 
continued today after routing four families from their homes yesterday 
afternoon in Champlain. 


Floodwaters backed up by an ice jam under the Route 11 bridge 
flowed into the central section of the village and forced some businesses 
to close. Two attempts to break up the ice with dynamite were unsuccess- 
ful. A few people were evacuated from their homes in the village. In 
Upper Jay, some cellars were flooded. 
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PlATTSBURGH PRESS-REPUBLICAN, March 10 


The water of the Great Chazy River began to recede in Champlain 
today after forcing one family from its home on Thursday, March 8. 


. The stage of the river was the same as that reached on January 24. 
An ice jam at a bend in the river in the village was the cause of the 
flooding. 


OGDENSBURG ADVANCE-NEWS, March 18 


Heavy rain yesterday caused minor flooding of streets and cellars 
in Ogdensburg. 


WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES, March 19 


High water whipped by winds caused an undetermined amount of shore- 
line damage yesterday in Jefferson County towns along Lake Ontario and 
the St. Lawrence River. Hardest hit communities were Cape Vincent and 
Brownville, which had flooded basements, washed out roads, and submerged 
docks and piers. 


WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES, March 20 


Governor Rockefeller has requested President Nixon to declare 
Jefferson and six other counties bordering Lake Ontario major disaster 
areas in the wake of the weekend wind and snowstorm that left damage at 
more than $20 million. Erosion and flooding damage along the lakeshore 
in Jefferson County was estimated to exceed $1.5 million by the deputy 
civil defense director. 


Governor Rockefeller said damage to private property in Jefferson, 
Monroe, Niagara, Orleans, Oswego, and Wayne Counties had already exceeded 
$16 million and damage to public property was estimated to be $4.5 million. 


WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES, March 24 


President Nixon's designation of the seven counties bordering lake 
Ontario and the St. Lawrence River as disaster areas was followed on 
Wednesday by an announcement by the Small Business Administration that 
disaster loans are available for repairing, replacing, or rebuilding 
property damaged or destroyed by the floods. Homeowners, businessmen, 
churches, and charitable institutions ar
 el igible. 


MALONE TELEGRAM, April 2 


Minor flooding of streets and cellars was reported in Ft. Covington 
and Dannemora as a result of the heavy rainfall yesterday. 
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PLATTSBURGH PRESS-REPUBLICAN, April 6 


Many camps on Lake Champlain are surrounded by water, and many 
dikes in front of the camps are being eroded by high water. 


ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE, Hay 5 


The high water level of the St. Lawrence River in the Thousand 
Islands area is causing many problems. Camps on some small islands have 
been affected, and some boats have been floated up against the boathouse 
roofs and cannot be freed. 


STORM DATA, June 11 


Minor toea 1 flooding was reported from many areas of Franklin and 
Clinton Counties today after heavy thunderstonms. 


MASSENA OBSERVER, September 11 


Several streets in Massena were flooded last Thursday evening by 
2.65 in. (67.3 mm) of rain. 


WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES, December 26 


Rising temperature and rain in the past 24 hours caused the Black 
River to flood highways in Lewis County, and some roads were closed to 
traffic. 


OGDENSBURG ADVANCE-NEWS, December 30 


One family was forced to leave their home in the hamlet of Russell 
when water backed up by an ice jam in the Grass River surrounded their 
house. 


WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES, December 31 


Two highways in Lewis County were still closed today. 


BOONVILLE HERALD, January 2, 1974 


Rising temperature and rain this week" caused the Black River to 
overflow onto highways in Lewis County, where some roads were closed 
temporarily. 


41 



1973 


Central Region 


SYRACUSE HERALD-JOURNAL, January 2, 1973 


Heavy precipitation in the last 2 months, ground saturation after 
the June flooding, and recent warm weather that melted snow are among 
factors that caused the worst winter flooding potential since 1942, 
according to New York State officials. The most serious conditions are 
along the Seneca River in the Baldwinsville area. The situation is not 
yet serious, but trouble spots include shore areas west of Baldwinsvil1e, 
some places near Liverpool, and the low-lying Hayes Road neighborhood 
east of Baldwinsville. 


BINGHAMTON SUN-BULLETIN, February 3 


Nearly 1 in. (25 mm) of rain in the Susquehanna Valley yesterday 
caused minor flooding in Broome and Tioga Counties. No major flooding 
was reported, but creeks overflowed and washed out roads in Vestal. 
Especially hard hit were Meeker, Sycamore, Maplecrest, and Vestal Roads. 
In addition, basements were reported flooded in Killawog, Vestal, Endicott, 
and Johnson City. 


WELLSVfLLE SPECTATOR, February 4 


For the second time in 2 months, residents of the hamlet of Bennetts 
on the Canisteo-Greenwood Road have found their homes flooded. Rain on 
Friday, February 2, caused Bennetts Creek to rise to a point where the 
sluiceways beneath a temporary bridge could no longer cootain the flow. 


ELMIRA TELEGRAM, March 18 


A St. Partick's Day storm dumped more than 1 in. (25 mm) of rain on 
the Twin Tiers yesterday, which caused some flooding in lowlying areas. 
Cellar and street flooding were reported in Elmira, Elmira Heights, 
Horseheads, and West Elmira. During the day, all railroad underpasses 
were closed in Elmira. Fifteen HUD mobile homes had to be evacuated. 
In Horseheads, Newton Creek went over its banks near Lattabrook Road. 
In Yates County, Keuka Lake rose to 714.7 ft (217.8 m) above sea level, 
nearly 3 ft (0.9 m) above normal. 


ROCHESTER TIMES-UNION, March 19 


Flood damage to beaches and dwellings in Wayne County caused by 
high water in Lake Ontario were estimated to be $3 million to $4 million. 
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THE SYRACUSE POST-STANDARD, March 19 


One Oswego County road was closed yesterday, and many camps in the 
Mosquito Point area were flooded by high water in Lake Ontario. 


SYRACUSE HERALD-JOURNAL, April 5 


Heavy rainfall today pushed area lakes and streams to abnormally 
high levels, and flooded yards and cellars of some homes in Cicero and 
Baldwinsville. 


THE SYRACUSE POST-STANDARD. April 6 


Rainfall in the Syracuse area totaling 
.58 in. (116 mm) for the 
first 5 days of April flooded some streets, yards, and basements in East 
Syracuse. 


STORM DATA, April 9 


About 20 homes at Sodus Point were surrounded by water from waves 
crashing ashore from Lake Ontario. Damage was reported along 100 miles 
(160 km) of shoreline east and west of Rochester, but Sodus Point seemed 
to be the worst hit area. 


NEW YORK POST, April 9 


Cayuga County has become the seventh county placed on the list of 
major disaster areas as a result of flooding along Lake Ontario March 16 
to 23. 


SYRACUSE HERALD-JOURNAL, June 6 


Thunderstorms hit the Syracuse area last night and flooded several 
streets when the storm drains could not handle the runoff.' Meadowbrook 
Drive and Euclid Avenue were the most seriously affected. 


CANANDA'GUA MESSENGER, June 22 


For a 2-hr period between 12:30 and 2:30 p.m. yesterday, more than 
I in. (25 mm) of rain came down in torrents and flooded streets, cellars, 
and sewers in Canandaigua. Street bordering Sucker Brook were'the worst 
hit by the floodwater. 
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UTICA OBSERVER-DISPATCH, December 26 


A steady drizzle and a midmorning temperature in the 40's were shrink- 
ing the area's 2-ft (0.6-m) snow cover today, which resulted in the flooding 
of some basements in New Hartford, Whitesboro, and Yorkville. A few area 
roads were flooded, but none were officially closed. 


UTICA DAILY PRESS, December 28 


Rainfall of 1.19 in. (30.2 mm) yesterday caused flooding of some 
streets, roads, and basements. In Whitesboro, 40 homes near Sauquoit 
Creek were flooded, as were homes and businesses along Main Street in 
Yorkvil1e. 


UTICA OBSERVER-DISPATCH, January 23, 1974 


Officials and townsfolk of Whitestown blame the construction on the 
Route 8 new arterial extension to Clayville for the floods in Sauquoit 
Creek on December 26, when the basements of about 180 homes were affected. 


Western Region 


STORM DATA, January 4, 1973 


Wind-driven water of Lake Erie, 8 ft (2.4 m) above normal in Buffalo 
harbor, flooded lakeside highways and lowlands from Athol Springs, south 
of Buffalo, to the Grand Island-Niagara Falls area. 


ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE, March 5 


Rain and melting snow caused some flooding in Livingston County's 
Canaseraga flats last Saturday night, and Route 248 was ordered closed 
when overflowing Canaseraga Creek covered part of it near Groveland 
Station. 


WEBSTER HERALD, March 7 


Rising water of Lake Ontario has already destroyed one cottage on 
Oklahoma Beach in Webster and is threatening several more. 
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STORM DATA, March 17-19 


Wind-driven waves on the already high surface level of Lake Ontario 
caused considerable shoreline damage from Niagara to Oswego Counties on 
March 18 and 19. Property damage, estimated to be $16 million, was 
heaviest along the shore of Monroe County. Many beach houses and other 
buildings were flooded and some collapsed into the lake from erosion of 
foundations. In parts of Genesee, Livingston. and Allegheny Counties, 
precipitation totaled as much as 2.0 in. (50.8 mm) in a 3-day period. 
Intense downpours on March 17 caused flash flooding of some streams 
especially in the communities of Pavilion, Fowlervil1e, Perry, Fillmore, 
Belfast, and Belmont. 


BUFFALO EVENING NEWS, March 17 


One family was evacuated, and several streets were blocked off in 
Olcott today as water from Lake Ontario overflowed its banks. Two homes 
were undermined and washed out by the water. 


ROCHESTER TIMES-UNION, March 17 


Some residents were being evacuated from their lakeshore homes 
today as Lake Ontario was whipped by gale-force, northeast winds. 
Several homes on Wautoma Road in Hamlin were evacuated and Old Edgemere 
Road in Greece was under water. 


NIAGARA FALLS GAZETTE, March 18 


A 24-hr siege of gale winds and very high waves caused hundreds of 
thousands of dollars worth of damage along Lake Ontario from Youngstown 
to beyond Rochester. In'many places, as much as 10 ft (3.0 m) of shore- 
line was bitten off by the force of the storm. 


BATAVIA NEWS, March 19 


Weary volunteer firemen were still receiving calls today to pump 
out cellars after a flash flood at the Four Corners Saturday hatted 
traffic for 3 hrs and caused several families to flee their homes in 
Pavilion. 


DUNKIRK OBSERVER, March 19 


Pounding waves damaged some cottages on the Lake Erie shore at 
Silver Creek during the past weekend storm. 
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ROCHESTER TIMES-UNION, March 19 


Waves on lake Ontario were expected to diminish gradually today, 
but lake warnings were still in effect. The Monroe County civil defense 
director said that erosion and flooding losses in the county could reach 
as much as $10 million. Possibly 800 homes along the Monroe County 
shoreline were damaged over the past 2 days. The $80 million expansion 
of the sewage-treatment plant at Durand-Eastman Park in Rochester has 
been set back several weeks by $100,000 damage to buildings and machinery 
there. 


LOCKPORT UNION-SUN AND JOURNAL, March 20 


Damage to property along the lake Ontario shoreline in Niagara 
County has been estimated to be $1 million. 


Governor Rockefeller has asked President Nixon to declare Niagara, 
Orleans, Jefferson, Monroe, Oswego, and Wayne Counties major disaster 
areas. Damage to private property is estimated to be $16 million. 


ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE, March 20 


Waves cu.tting a chunk of land from more than a l2-ft (3.7-m), 
sloped embankment have closed the Penn Central Railroad's Hojack Line 
between Rochester and Sodus. 


FillMORE NORTHERN ALLEGHENY OBSERVER, March 21 


Washed-out rural roads caused Mount Morris Central School to close 
Monday as heavy rains over the weekend pushed creeks over their banks 
and flooded cellars throughout the village. Little Beards Creek at 
Cuylerville flooded a section of highway and forced several residents of 
River Road to leave their homes. Washed-out roads in the Nunda area 
also forced the closing of the Keshequa Central Schools at Nunda and 
Dalton. 


BATAVIA NEWS, March 29 


Losses in the St. Patrick's Day flood in Pavilion totaled more than 
$100,000. 


ROCHESTER TIMES-UNION, April 3 


Nearly 200 lbs of dynamite was used early today to blast open an 
outlet draining into lake Ontario to drain a Hamlin swamp that had 
become a pond and flooded three homes. 
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STORM DATA, April 6 


Heavy rain in Livingston County early today caused about 3 acres- of 
earth to slide into the Genesee River. Trees were damaged, one rural 
road was closed, and the normally lOO-ft (30-m) channel of the river"'was 
narrowed to about 20 ft (6 m). By late afternoon the river had swept 
away much of the debris, and the channel had widened to 50 ft (15 m). 


AUBURN CITIZEN-ADVERTISER, April 6 


Cayuga County was declared a disaster area Thursday by President 
Nixon. 


ROCHESTER TIMES-UNION, April 9 


Lake Ontario water driven by high waves yesterday and last night, 
created new problems for lakefront property owners in Monroe County. 
Outside water pressure was so great that the cellars of light houses 
with weak foundations could not be pumped out safely. 


ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE, April 28 


Shoreline residents prepared for another battle with Lake Ontario 
last night as rain, wind, and high lake level brought more high waves 
and flooding. 


ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE, June 22 


One man was killed, another was injured, and scores of home basements 
were flooded yesterday from heavy rains in the greater Rochester area. 
A resident of Corning was killed in a one-car crash during the heavy 
rainstorm on Route 17 in the town of Erwin, Steuben County. 


BUFFALO COURIER-EXPRESS, August 20 


Flash flooding in the North Park area of Buffalo was reported yes. 
terday during a midafternoon thunderstorm that dumped 0.4 in. (10 mm) of 
rain on the city. A few streets and cellars were flooded. 


JAMESTOWN POST-JOURNAL, August 21 


Heavy rain last night flooded the business section of Brockton and 
sections of Routes 5, 20, and 380 between Jamestown, Westfield, and Dunkirk. 
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BUFFALO EVENING NEWS, August 21 


Many Cheektowaga residents last weekend had to fight flooded streets 
and cellars, push stalled cars through'waist-high water, and sweep raw 
sewage from their front steps. 


STORM DATA, November 1 


The shorel ine of Lake Erie was battered most of today with winds 
gusting as high as 50 mi/hr (80 km/hr). Soil erosion occurred, and 
strong winds caused creeks to back up, which caused minor flooding. 
Several boats were sunk, and some docks were damaged. Most of the 
damage was at Silver Creek and Sunset Bay. 


BUFFALO EVENING NEWS, December 26 


Last night, in Cheektowaga, several areas were flooded, at least 
a dozen streets were under hip-deep water, and basements were flooded 
throughout the town. Town police recorded 96 flooding complaints from 
53 different streets between midnight and 8 a.m. today. In Tonawanda, 
flooded basements and sump-pump problems resulted in several emergency 
calls to firemen on Christmas night. In Amherst, Dodge Road was closed 
for a few hours after water from Ransom Creek flooded the roadway. There 
were widespread reports of basements flooding in Eggertsville and Snyder 
on Christmas Day. 


JAMESTOWN POST-JOURNAL, December 2], 1973 


More than 0.5 in. (13 mm) of rain in the past 24 hrs caused minor 
flooding in low-lying areas of Chautauqua County today, and forced the 
closing of one road. South Stockton-Kabob Road near South Stockton was 
closed today when Cassadaga Creek ran over its banks. 
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FII)()DS IN NEW YORK 1974 


OUTSTANDING FLOODS 


Intense rainfall from two major storm systems caused considerable 
flooding during May and July 1974 in New York State. The storm on 
Hay 16-17 caused flooding in the Rochester area. The storm on July 3 
covered a much larger area, generally from Syracuse to Albany. On 
July 5, a localized storm caused flooding in Columbia County. 
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FLOOD FREQUENCY 


Frequency data for floods during May and July 1974 were obtained 
from regionalized flood-frequency data (Tice, 1968; Wiitala, 1965). 
Regionalized data from gaging station records are based on the relation- 
ship between drainage area and mean annual flood. This report cannot be 
used to provide reliable flood-frequency estimates for basins smaller 
than 10 mi 2 (26 km 2 ) (Wiitala) or 5 mi 2 (13 km 2 ) (Tice). Recurrence 
intervals are given in tables 2, 3, and 4 for stations that have suf- 
ficient drainage area and are unaffected by regulation. 


Flood of May 17-19, 1974 


A nearly stationary weather front that extended over most of central 
and western New York State produced widespread showers and thunderstorms 
on May. 16 and 17. The Rochester area received exceptionally heavy rainfall 
during this period. Reported daily precipitation for sites in this area 
is given below. 


Precipitation 
Observation (i nches) 
Locat i on time May 16 May 17 
Rochester 2400 3.45 0.40 
Albion 1800 3.62 
Avon 0700 .53 
Barker 0700 .03 4.55 
Churchv i 11 e 0700 1. 70 
E. Bloomfield 0700 1 .25 
Garbutt 0700 .76 
Pavilion 0700 .52 
The record 24-hr rainfall in Rochester was 4.19 in. (106 mm) on 
August 28-29, 1893. 


The heavy rainfall caused flood damage; in Monroe and Orleans Counties, 
roads and farmlands in low-lying areas were flooded, as were hundreds of 
business and residence basements. Damage loss, as reported by NOAA, was 
estimated to be $5 million in Monroe. County and $3 million in Orleans County. 


Recorded peak discharges for the May 17-19 flood at the continuous- 
record gaging stations were less than the record peak discharges (See 
fig. 10 and table 2). 


Small streams close to Lake Ontario produced a higher unit discharge 
than did those further south. This runoff is characteristic of the small 
area covered by the storm. 
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.EXPLANATION 
Continuous-record gaging station. 
Number refers to tabl e 2 
Measurement site without a gage. 
Number refers to table 2 


LOCATION MAP 


Base from U.S. Geologic:al Survey 
State base map. 1 :500.000.1967 


Figure 10.--Location of flood-measurement sites 
in the Rochester, N.Y. area, May 17-19, 1974. 
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Table 2.--Summa ry of se1ected flood sta g es and dischar g es in the 
Rochester, N.Y. area, Ma y 17-19, 197 4 


Site Station 
in number 
fig. 10 
1 042202625 
2 04220275 
3 04220282 
4 04228500 
5 04230500 


6 04231000 
7 04231270 
8 04232000 
9 04232047 
10 04232050 


Stream and place of measurement 


Northrup Creek at North Greece 
Round Pond Creek at Greece 
Paddy Hill Creek near North Greece 
Genesee River at Avon 
Oatka Creek at Garbutt 


Black Creek at Churchvil1e 


little Black Creek near Rochester 
Genesee River at Rochester 


Irondequoit Creek at East Rochester 


Allen Creek near Rochester 


Drainage 
area 
(m i 2) 
11 .7 
9.08 
4.64 
1 ,667 
204 


123 
17.4 
2,457 
92.8 
30. I 


Per i od 
of 
record 


1955-74 
1945-74' 


1945-74 


1904-74 
1973-]4 
1959-74 
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Maximum flood p reviousl y known Maximum durin g p resent flood 
--'Gage Dischar g e Date Gage Dischar g e Recurrence 
height (ft 3 /s) and height (ft 3 /s) interval 
Date ( fee t ) ft 3 /s /mi 2 time (feet) ft 3 /s /mi 2 ( y ears) 
5-17-74 758 64.8 3 
5"'17-74 500 55.1 2 
5-17-74 450 97.0 -- 
6-25-72 40.67 16,500 9.9 (a) 
3-31-60 8.64 7,050 34.6 5-19-74 3.43 417 2.04 
0500 
3-31-60 9.44 4,880 39.7 5-18-74 4.01 580 4.72 
0500 
5-17-74 543 31..2 40 
3-19-42 34,400 22.0 5-17"'74 11.17 14,000 5.70 1 
0030 
5-17-74 15.40 1 , 380 14.9 
0900 
3-30-60 6.06 5,040 180 5-17-74 7.43 3,500 125 >50 
0600 
(a) High flows reduced by Mount Morris Lake, IS mi upstream. 
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Floods of July 3-5, 1974 


The July 3 storm covered a wide area of central and eastern New York 
State when a storm system moving northward across the State caused showers 
and thunderstorms in the Oswego-Syracuse-Cobleskill region. 
eported daily 
precipitation at selected sites in that area is given below. 


P rec i pita t i on 
Observat i on (inches) 
Locat i on time July 2 July 3 July 4 
Cobleskill 0700 4.35 
Oswego 1700 3.80 
Syracuse 2400 o. 17 3.90 0.44 
Utica 2400 4.85 . 11 


A peak rate of approximately 3 in. (76 mm) in 3 hrs was observed at many 
locations during the early morning of July 3. The record 24-hr rainfall 
in Syracuse was 4.79 in. (121.7 rom) on June 2-3, 1922. Normal rainfall 
for Syracuse in July is 3.08 in. (78.2 mm) and the July record for Syracuse 
was 6.49 in. (164.8 mm) according to NOAA. Other parts of the State gen- 
erally reported less than 0.5 in. (12.7 mm) of rain during the period. 


Flash flood warnings were forecast by the National Weather Service 
at 4:30 a.m. on July 3 for parts of the Mohawk River basin, including 
Schoharie Creek. By 8 a.m., lowland areas in the Cobleskill area had 
been flooded. Minor lowland flooding was reported in the Little Falls 
area, where the Mohawk River crested at 0.5 ft (0.2 m) above flood stage 
at noon. Hinckley Reservoir, 16 mi (26 km) north-northeast of Utica, 
was also overflowing at noon. Schoharie Creek at Burtonsville crested 
at 0.4 ft (0.1 m) below flood stage, and the Mohawk River at Schenectady 
crested at 2 ft (O.G m) below flood stage on July 3. Lock 12 on the 
Mohawk River at Tribes Hill near Fonda was closed to traffic July 3 
because bouy lights had been damaged by high water. 
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Governor Wilson declared seven counties a r ajor disaster area and 
applied to the Federal Government for financial aid under provisions of 
u.s. Publ ic Law 93-288. Prel iminary estimates 1 of damage to private prop- 
erty, public property, and agricultural land and crops, as used in the 
appl ication for aid, are given by county below.1 ' 


DAMAGES 
County Private Pub 1 i c A r i cu 1 tu re Total 
Onondaga $6,500,000 $ 500,000 $ ro,O Oo $ 7,200,000 
Oneida 1,000,000 1,048,000 125,000 2,173,000 
Oswego 125,000 475,000 2, OO:
OO 3,100,000 
Herkimer 500,000 210,000 710,000 
Otsego 30,000 5,000 20,000 55,000 
Chenango 35,000 40,000 75,000 
Schohari e 200,000 5 000 50,000 255 000 
$ ,390,000 $2,2 3,000 $2, 35 ,000 $1 ,5 - ,000 


On July 5, a series of brief but violent torms struck central and 
southern parts of Columbia County. The storms began early in the after. 
noon, continued intermittently for about 10 hr , and produced as much as 
4 in. (100 mm) of rain in some places. Trees nd powerlines were felled 
in many areas. Near Clermont, in the southern part of the county, a 
tornado leveled a barn and destroyed a fruit cop. Storm intensity and 
damages were as great as those in June 1972. , n the Harlemvil1e area, 
residents stated that crop and road damage cau ed by the flooding Agawamuc 
Creek were the greatest they had ever seen and the rainfall in the area 
was at least 4 in. (100 mm). I 
i 
I 
Locations of continuous-record gaging sta
ions and indirect measure- 
ment sites are shown in figure 11 for those in j the Syracuse area and in 
figure 12 for sites in the region from Utica t Albany. A summary of 
the flood stages and discharges for the storm f July 3 in the Syracuse 
area, and for July 3 and 5 in the Utica-Albany region are shown in 
tables 3 and 4, respectively. : 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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State base map, 1 :500,000,1967 


Figure 11.--Location of flood-measurement sites 
in the Syracuse, N.Y. area, July 3-4, 1974. 
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Table 3.--Summar y of selected flood sta g es and dischar g es in the 
S y racuse, N.Y. area, July 3- 4 , 197 4 


Site Station 
in number 
fi g . 11 


Stream and place of measurement 


04232100 Sterling Creek at Sterling 


Drainage Period 
area of 
(mi 2 ) record 


44.4 1957-74 


2 04239000 Onondaga Creek at Dorwin Avenue, 88.5 1951-74 
Syracuse 
3 04240010 Onondaga Creek at Spencer Street, 109 1970-74 
Syracuse 
4 04240100 Harbor Brook at Velasko Road, Syracuse 9.63 1959-74 
5 04240105 Harbor Brook at Hiawatha Boulevard, 11.3 1970-74 
Syracuse 


6 
7 
8 
9 


04240120 Ley Creek at Park Street, at Syracuse 


29.9 
3.91 
45.5 1964-74 
84.3. 1958-74 
2.34 
66.3 
19.9 
85.5 1939-]4 


20.0 
.78 


2.07 
32.2 1958-74 
3.99 
2.90 1970-73 
38.4 


2.30 
1.382 1947-74 
1 .8 
5.098 1933-74 


04240135 Bloody Brook at Liverpool 
04240180 Ninemile Creek near Marietta 


04240200 Ninemile Creek at Camil1us 


10 


04240470 Sawmill Creek at Liverpool 


11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 


04244000 Chittenango Creek near Chittenango 
04244909 Limestone Creek at Delphi Falls 
04245000 Limestone Creek at Fayetteville 
04245160 Butternut Creek at Onativia 
04245168 Butternut Creek Trib. No.9 at Onativia 


04245196 Butternut Creek Trib. No.6 near 
Jamesville 
04245200 Butternut Creek near Jamesville 


17 
18 
19 
20 


04245230 Meadow Brook at DeWitt 
04245236 Meadow Brook at Hurlburt Road, Syracuse 
04245840 Scriba Creek near Constantia 


21 
22 


04245870 Vollmer Creek at Cicero 
04246500 Oneida River at Caughdenoy 
04246850 Black Creek near Brewerton 
04249QOO Oswego River at Lock 7, Oswego 


23 
24 
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Maximum flood p reviousl y known Maximum durin resent flood 
Gage Dischar g e Date Gage Dischar g e Recurrence 
height (ft3/s) and heightl (ft 3 /s) interval 
Date ( feet) ft 3 /s /mi 2 time (feet) ft3/ s /mi 2 ( ea rs) 
4- 4-60 5. 13 1 ,490 33.6 7-3-74 3.85 585 13.2 
1230 
6-23-72 6. 12 3,200 36.2 7-3-74 6.53 3,300 37.3 2.33 
1000 
6-23-72 8.09 3,400 31.2 7-3-74 8.73 3,700 33..9 2.33 
0730 
6-23-72 7.45 458 47.6 7-3-74 8.34 726 75.3 2 
1030 
6-21-72 6.55 474 41.9 7-3-74 7.90 729 64.5 2 
0800 I 
I 
I 
7-3-74 S.881 1 ,050 35.1 
1415 
7-3-74 -- I 390 99.7 
6-23-72 8.65 1 ,030 22.6 7-3-74 5. 73 1 403 8.9 1 
0915 
3-30-60 8.25 2,760 32.7 7-3-74 7.91 1 , 400 16.6 
1600 I 
I 
7-3-74 -- I 108 46. 1 
I 
3-29-50 6.8 2,760 41.6 7-3-74 S:

 2, 1 00 31 .7 2 
7-3-74 2,680 135 >50 
3-28-50 7.78 7,010 82.0 7-3-74 3.64 4,700 55.0 9 
1100 
7-3-74 2,260 113 35 
7-3-74, 109 140 
7-3-74 -- I 945 456 
I 
I 
3- 5-64 6.29 1 ,260 39. 1 7-3-74 7. S 1 3,350 104 >50 
0830 
7-3-74 __ I 310 77.7 
I 
5-15-72 3.64 179 61.7 7-3-74 -- I 475 164 
6-22-72 7.42 1,200 31.2 7-3-74 5.8 I 650 16.9 
i 
7-3-74 9
61 535 233 
6-25-72 10,100 7.3 7 - 4-74 6,940 5.0 
2000 I 
7-3-74 9


 1 , 600 889 
3-28-36 13.46 37,500 7.4 7-3-74 19,200 3.8 
2015 I 
I 
I 
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Table 4.--Summar y of selected flood sta g es and dischar g es in the 
Utica-Alban y, N.Y. area , Jul y 3-5, 1974 


Site Station 
in number 
fi g . 12 


Stream and place of measurement 


Drainage 
area 
(m i 2) 
90 


Period 
of 
record 


01330500 Kayaderosseras Creek near West Milton 


1927-74 


01334500 Hoosic River near Eagle Bridge 
01338800 Saquoit Creek at New Hartford 
01339475 Nail Creek at Utica 
01342730 Steel Creek at 11ion 


2 


3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


510 1910-74 
43.4 
'.56 
26.1 1964-74 
556 1920-74 
1.37 
1,348 1927-74 
291 1945-]4 
59.2 1949-74 


01346000 West Canada Creek at Kast Bridge 
01346820 Mohawk R. Tributary at Indian Castle 
01347000 Mohawk River near Little Falls 


9 


01348000 East Canada Creek at East Creek 


10 


01349000 Otsquago Creek at Fort Plain 


11 
12 
13 
14 
15 


01349070 
01349080 
01349355 
01349360 
01350180 


16 
17 
18 


01350900 
01351272 
01351500 


Mohawk R. Tributary No. 2 at Canajoharie 
Brimstone Creek near Ames 
Van Wie Creek near Randall 
Van Wie Creek Tributary near Randall 
Schoharie Creek at North Blenheim 


2.91 
7.61 
6.51 
1.03 
359 


1970-74 


Beaverdam Creek near Knox 
West Creek above Warnervil1e 
Schoharie Creek at Burtonsville 


6.91 
54.7 
883 


1939-74 


19 01357500 Mohawk River at Cohoes 3,456 1917-74 


20 01358000 Hudson River at Green Island 8,090 1946-74 


21 01359513 Hunger Kill at Guilderland 8.16 1967-74 
22 01359519 Normans Kill near Westmere 131 1967-74 


23 01359750 Moordener Kill at Castleton-on-Hudson 32.6 1957-74 


24 01359924 Hannacrois Creek near New Baltimore 61.6 1967-74 


5.28 


25 


01361020 Agawamuc Creek at Harlemvil1e 
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5.40 
10.115 4,170 
1.172 
2.159 
I 
+ 
reduced by power and diversion 4ams upstream. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


Maximum flood p reviousl y known 
Gage Dischar g e 
height (ft3/s) 
Date (feet) ft 3 /s /mi 2 


3-18-36 10.78 4,710 52.3 
12-31-48 21.15 55,400 toB.6 


3- 5-64 4.60 
3-26-13 


23,300 41.9 


3- 5-64 18.33 27,200 20.2 
3-30-51 7.03 12,200 41.9 
8-31-50 8.24 9,030 152.5 


6-23-72 12.29 41,400 115.3 


10-16-55 12.39 76,500 86.6 
3- 6-64 23.15 143,000 41.4 
12-31-48 27.05 181,000 22.4 


8-28-71 


6.31 


16.2 


132 


4-23-69 10.65 


4,320 


33.0 


1-22-59 
4- 3-70 


3.63 


41.4 


1 ,350 


1 ,350 


21 .9 


5. 10 


a High flows 


I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
1 
Maximum dur n 
Date Gag 
and heig t 
time (fee) 
3.p9 
5.
2 2,830 
..L 
-
 
_L 
I 
5'r 3 9,750 17.5 
-I. 74 54 
lS.rO 21,180 15.7 
I 

.p9 4,620 15.9 
8.b7 8,840 149.3 
I 
I 
:c 
I 
I 
:
 
3.119 
I 
I 
I 
...
 770 111 
-
 3,300 60.3 
6.113 a21,700 24.6 
la.bl 59,900 17.3 
I 
I 
20.179 64,830 


7-3-74 
1000 
7-3-74 
1800 
7-3-74 
7-3-74 
7-3-74 


7-3-74 
0600 
7-3-74 
7-3-74 
1045 
7-5-74 
0745 
7-3-74 
0545 


7-3-74 
7-3-74 
7-3-74 
7-3-74 
7-3-74 
2230 


7-3-74 
7-3-74 
7-3-74 
1500 
7-3-74 
2300 
7-4-74 
0300 


7-3-74 
0900 
7-3-74 
1700 
7-3-74 
1900 
7-4-74 
0015 
7-5-74 
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resent flood ,E 
Dischar g e Recurrence 
(ft 3 /s) interval 
ft 3 /s /mi 2 ( ears) 


402 


4.5 


5.5 


1 


1 , 680 38. 7 
370 661 
1 ,400 53.6 


2 


2 


2 


2 


2 


>50 


315 108 
1 ,580 208 
628 96.4 
128 124 
a289 .8 


25 
5 


7 
5 
3 
2.33 


8.0 


2 


92 


11 .3 
31 .8 
5. 1 
3.5 


2 


165 


218 


3,670 695 


>50 
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Table 4.--Summar of selected flood sta 
Utica-Alban y, N.Y. area, Jul y 


the 


.s i te Station' Drainage Period 
in numbe r Stream and place of determination area of 
fi g . 12 (m i 2 ) record 
26 01361500 Catskill Creek at Oak Hill 98 1910-74 
27 01361570 Tenmile Creek at Oak Hill 35.3 1968-74 
28 01496500 Oak Creek at Index 102 1937-74 
29 01498500 Charlotte Creek at West Davenport 167 1938-74 
30 01500500 Susquehanna River at Unadilla 982 1938-74 
31 01502000 Butternut Creek at Morris 59.7 1938-74 
32 01502500 Unad i 11 a River at Rockda1e 520 1937-74 
33 01505000 Chenango River at Sherburne 263 1938-74 


62 



1974 


Maximum flood p reviousl y known resent flood 
Gage D i scha rge Discharge Recurrence 
(ft 3 /s) (ft 3 /s) 
 
height ft 3 /s interval 
Date (feet) ft 3 /s /mi Z /mi Z ( ea rs ) 
11-25-50 14.08 12._500 127.6 7-3-74 7.130 3,850 39.3 3 
6-22-72 5.71 1 _ 560 44.2 7-3-74 6.1 48 2,620 74.2. 6 
1100 I 
1-22-59 6.87 2,550 25.0 7-3-74 3.178 320 3.14 
1700 I 
9-22-38 9.65 14,000 83.8 7-3-74 3.1 71 1_020 6. 11 
1830 1 
12-30-42 13.94 21 _ 500 21.9 7-4-74 6(1 3_990 4.06 1 
0950 
3 - 5- 64 8.47 4,260 71.4 7-3-74 3.172 303 5.08 
1630 ! 
I 
12-31-42 12.98 17,400 33.5 7-3-74 5.1 67 1 ,630 3.13 
1700 
3- 5-64 9.80 9,200 35.0 7-3-74 6.27 1,970 7.5 
1400 
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SUMMARY OF OTHER FLOODS 


Aside from the floods of May 16-17 and July 3 and 5, flood damage 
in New York in 1974 was generally limited to minor flooding of streets, 
highways, and basements. Regions and sites from which damage was report- 
ed in 1974 are shown in figure 13. 


Southeastern Region 


In every month except January, October, and November, varying 
amounts of flooding were reported in the New York City-Staten Island- 
Long Island area. Heavy rains and thunderstorms flooded subways and 
highways and caused disruption of transpo'rtation. 


In July, minor flooding was reported in Kingston and Newburgh. 


In August, some basements in Newburgh, Nyack, and Ossining were 
flooded. 


On August 17, tOO-year daily rainfall record for that date was 
broken when 2.82 in. (71.6 mm) was measured in Central Park in New York 
City. 


In September, parkways and basements in Westchester County were 
flooded. 


Eastern Re
ion 


Spring rains and summer thundershowers caused some minor flooding 
in the eastern region. 


In November, the dam on a small reservoir at McKownville near Albany 
broke, and some streets and a parking lot were flooded. 


In December, heavy rains caused some flooding in the Schoharie 
Valley when small streams overflowed. 


Northern Region 


Heavy rain and ice jams caused some flooding in Upper Jay in February 
and in the town of Brasher and the Village of Champlain in March. 


In April, a small stream locally called Bradish Brook caused consid- 
erable flooding in the village of Norwood, and several families were 
forced to leave their homes. 
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I 
I 1974 
I 
Central Region I 
I 
Melting snow and ice jams were responsibile for minor flooding of 
roads and basements in Camden and Utica in Japuary. 
I 
Harbor Brook and Furnace Brook overflowe
 into the basements of 50 
houses in the southwest section of Syracuse ip April. Chittenango also 
reported some f100ding. I 
I 
I 
I 
Western Reg ion I 
I n February. in the Sunset Bay area of Llke Eri e. an I c:e Jam at the 
mouth of Cattaraugus Creek caused some flOOdirg. The winter thaw caused 
minor flooding in the Webster area. I 
I 
On June 21, widespread thunderstorms cau
ed flooding in the region. 
The weather station at the Niagara Falls Airpprt recorded 1.15 In. (29.2 
mm) of rain in a l-hr period, and the rain ca
sed an interruption of traffic 
on flooded streets. At Alexander, Tonawanda Creek overflowed and flooded 
basements. The Avon village board appealed tb r. Governor Wilson for disaster 
assistance after a flash flood. Flooded stre ts and basements were common 
in .Albion and in Rochester and vicinity. O
_.rune 23, in Atbion, high winds 
drove water from Lake Ontario over the break wr Jls in Greece, which flooded 
some basements. I 
A thunderstorm on August 3 in the Roches!ter area caused minor flood- 
ing of streets and basements. I 
I 
On October 29, the Barge Canal bed COll 
 psed at a sewer construc- 
tion project near Bushnells Basin in Monroe ounty, and released a wall 
of water from the canal. Fifty-two houses w re damaged, and many acres 
of land were flooded in Perinton and Penfield. President Ford declared 
the area eligible for disaster assistance. lotal claims for the damage 
were expected to be from $2 million to $3 mil'lion. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL DESCRIPTIONS OF FLOODS WITHIN REGIONS 


The following flood descriptions are edited versions of local news 
i
ems. Sources are in capital letters. These accounts are grouped by 
region and are in chronological order within each region. 


Southeastern Region 


STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, February 23, 1974 


Heavy rain yesterday morning flooded some roads on Staten Island. 


STORM DATA, March 21 


Rain began in Metropolitan New York during the early morning hours 
today, and by late afternoon, nearly 2 in. (51 mm) had fallen. Basement 
and street flooding were extensive. 


NEW YORK TIMES, March 22 


Minor flooding of many streets in lower Manhattan was reported 
yesterday when 1.86 in (47.2 mm) of rain fell. 


STORM DATA, April 9 


About 1 in. (25 mm) of heavy rain caused extensive urban flooding 
throughout the Metropolitan New York area today. The rain and flooding 
caused many traffic jams and minor accidents. 


NEW YORK TIMES, April 10 


Rain measuring 1.32 in (33.5 mm) since Monday afternoon caused 
flooding of some parkways in the New York City area today. 


LONG ISLAND PRESS, JAMAICA, May 13 


Minor flooding of streets and basements was reported yesterday in 
South Ozone Park and College Point. 


LONG ISLAND PRESS, JAMAICA, June 22 


Thunderstorms dumped about 0.5 in. (12.7 mm) of rain on Long Island 
and New York City yesterday, which snarled rush-hour traffic and caused 
scattered power failures in the area. 
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I 
I 
Most of the major highways in the city wJre flooded and traffic was 
backed up for miles in the hip-deep water. H
avy flooding was reported 
in the residential sections of Queens and Nassau, and minor flooding was 
reported in College Point and Ozone Park. I 
I 
I 
Nearly 2 in. (51 mm) of rain drenched th
 city of Kingston this 
morning and caused many flooding problems. I 
I 
I 
A hour-long storm, which dumped 0.3 in. (8.5 mm) of rain on New York 
City yesterday, caused widespread flooding t
t snarled traffic and caused 
delays, rerouting, and temporary suspension 0i some subway service. 
I 
I 
! 
I 
I 
Yesterdays severe thunderstorm left many I roads across Long Island 
flooded. The Long Island Railroad and city S
bways reported delays 
because of flooding at many stations. I 
I 
I 
NEWBURGH NEWS, July 30 ! 
Sewage, mud, and water remained in at le'st a dozen basement apart- 
ments in the town of Newburgh after a weekend deluge, and 20 families 
had to be evacuated. I 
I 
I 
STORM DATA, August 7 I 
Today a IOO-yr daily rainfall record fori this date was broken when 
2.82 in. (71.6 mm) was measured in Central Park in New York City. Traffic 
and mass transit were severely disrupted thropghout the area, mainly 
because of flooding and power failures. I 
I 
I 
I 
NEW YORK TIMES, August 18 I 
A pair of torrential downpours drenched 
he metropolitan area 
yesterday. Most major highways were flooded 
ut passable, but a few 
roads were completely blocked for short periO
s. 


KINGSTON FREEMAN, July 3 


NEW YORK POST, July 6 


LONG ISLAND PRESS, JAMAICA, July 6 
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BROOKLYN GREENPOINT GAZETTE AND ADVERTISER, August 20 


The heavy rains that hit the city on Saturday, August 17, caused 
considerable flooding of streets and basement apartments in the Greenpoint 
area. Black slime and raw sewage covered many floors and lawns. 


NEWBURGH NEWS, August 30 


Last night's rainstorm flooded the basement of a store and a few 
street intersections in Newburgh. 


NYACK JOURNAL-NEWS, August 31 


After the heavy rain on August 29, some of the houses in Clarkstown 
were flooded when water and mud washed down the hill, through the back- 
yards, and into the living rooms. 


OSSINtNG CITY REGISTER, September 3 


Early on Monday morning, 1.6 in. (40.6 mrn) of rain fell on Ossining 
and caused floods that stalled cars, dug a 20-ft (6-m) gorge, filled some 
basements to their ceitings, and flooded one living room to a depth of 
3 ft (0.9 m). 


STORM DATA, September 3-4 


Heavy rain began during the afternoon of September 3 and, by noon 
of September 4, 6 in. (150 mm) had been recorded in some areas of the 
southeastern region. In Central Park in New York, 3.26 in. (82.8 mm) 
were recorded. The downpour caused widespread urban ftooding and serious 
traffic tieups. 


STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, September 4 


A torrential rainstorm ripped across Staten Island last night and 
dumped nearly 1 in. (25 mm) of rain in the first 15 minutes. The rain 
continued through the night, and by this morning, more than 3 in. (76 mm) 
had been recorded. Several streets were flooded. 


NEW YORK POST, September 4 


Heavy rain flooded the metropolitan area overnight and brought 
power failures, delayed transit, and flooded streets, expressways, and 
subways. 


. 
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NEW ROCHELLE STANDARD-STAR, September 4 l 
City employees and residents began this ,orning to assess the 
extensive damage caused by the torrential raip that swept through New 
Rochelle late yesterday afternoon and evening
 It is said to be the 
worst rainstorm in recent memory. An officia
 of the city's Sewers and 
Drains Department said that approximately 1651 houses were flooded, 
mainly in the north end of the city. I 
The Mamaroneck River, the West Branch shbldrake River, and Pine 
Brook overflowed and caused some damage in Mararoneck and Larcnmont. 


WHITE PLAINS REPORTER-DISPATCH, September 4 


I 
Approximately 40,000 homes in Westchestelr and Putnam Counties were 
without electricity as a result of the rains ithat swept through the area 
yesterday and today. I 


Heavy flooding closed parts of the Hutchinson River Parkway and the 
Saw Mill River Parkway during the morning rush hour. In Rye, Blind 
Brook threatened to go over its banks, and three families were forced to 
leave their homes. Drivers and passengers frbm 50 abandoned cars on the 
Hutchinson River Parkway were rescued by a p lice boat. The Bronx River 
Parkway, the Sprain Brook Parkway, and the T conic Parkway were closed 
Tuesday evening. Highway crews in Elmsford, Ardsley, and Scarsdale 
worked to relieve conditions on flooded road. At the Westchester 
County Airport, 5.08 in. (129 mm) of rain he accumulated by 8 a.m. 
today. 


I 
DAILY NEWS, September 5 I 
I 
The highways in the New York City area 
hat were hit hardest by the 
recent storm were the East River Drive, the West Side Highway, the Henry 
,Hudson Parkway, and the Long Island Expressw i Y. The basements of 120 
homes in the Bronx were flooded with 3 ft (0 9 m) of water. 
I 
I 
I 
A wind-whipped rainstorm that tasted mo
e than 18 hrs drenched the 
city today and flooded roads, stalled cars, .nd slowed subway service. 
Several streets and highways were closed; ot
ers were open but impass- 
ab 1 e. I 
I 


NEW YORK POST, December 2 


LONG ISLAND PRESS, JAMAICA, December 9 
Rainfall measured at Long ISland-MacArt t ur Airport in Bohemia was 
1.58 in. (40.1 rom) and caused local flooding in low-lying areas. 


7l 



1974 


NEW YORK TIMES, December 17, 1974 


A day-long rainstorm yesterday drenched the city and suburbs with 
1.97 in. (50.0 mm). This matches the record set for that day, which was 
set in 1902. Minor flooding or low-lying streets was reported. 


Eastern Region 


GLENS FALLS POST-STAR AND TIMES, February 23, 1974 


A rainfall or 1.67 in. (42.4 mm) yesterday caused minor flooding of 
yards and cellars in Glens Falls and South Glens Falls. Halfway Brook 
overflowed onto one street, and the basement of a house on Tanglewood 
Drive in South Glens Falls was flooded for the first time in 10 yrs. 


LITTLE FALLS TIMES, May 13 


Heavy rains yesterday caused a small stream along Reservoir Road in 
Herkimer to go over its banks and flood some houses on Pine Avenue. 


SCHENECTADY GAZETTE, July 4 


A torrential downpour caused scattered, heavy flooding in Schoharie 
County yesterday, when tiny creeks swelled into roaring brooks that dumped 
water into low-lying areas during the early morning hours. 


Heaviest hit were Middleburg and Cobleskill, where water flooded 
several streets and cellars. The flooding at Middleburg came from 
Schoolhouse Creek, a very small stream. Since Schoharie Reservoir was 
not full, it did not contribute to the flooding. 


Minor flooding was als'o reported in Warnervi lIe, Schoharie, and 
Central Bridge. 


GLOVERSVILLE LEADER-HERALD, July 5 


The Mohawk River flooded the Speedway at Fonda Wednesday, which 
forced the races that evening to be cancelled. 


COBLESKILL TIMES-JOURNAL, July 10 


The heaviest rainfall to hit this area in many years fell on July 3 
and 4, when 4 in. (100 mm) or rain caused considerable flooding of a rew 
streets and basements in Cobleskill. A great deal or food and supplies 
were damaged or lost at a hotel, and damage to new appliances being stored 
in the basement of a new apartment development was estimated to be $12,000. 
Most of the floodwater came from Mill Creek, which was clogged by a tree 
caught under a bridge. 
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HUDSON REGISTER-STAR, August 15 
Several houses and a small church in Harle
ville in Columbia County 
were severely damaged on July 5 when Harlemvi11e Creek overflowed. Fallen 
trees and other debris covered the land along a 7-mi (ll-km) stretch of 
the stream. 


ALBANY TIMES-UNION, November 20 


i 
I 
I 
Seven million gallons (26 million litres) ef water closed Route 20 
in McKownvil1e for 4 1/2 hrs and undermined a n 
 arbY parking lot when 
the dam holding back the McKownvil1e Reservoir in Guilderland broke yes- 
terday. The reservoir had not been used in mor than a year. ' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Heavy rain over the weekend melted the 10-lin. (250-mm) snow that 
fell Monday and caused severe flooding in the SFhoharie Valley. 
i 
One family had to be rescued by motorboat 
s water from Schoharie 
Creek surrounded their mobile home on Route 30 Ibetween North Blenheim 
and Breakabeen. I 
I 
I 
I 

 


ALBANY TIMES-UNION, December 12, 1974 


STAMFORD MIRROR-RECORDER, December 11 


: 
The flood danger in the Schoharie Valley 
ight have been worse had 
it not been for the Blenheim-Gilboa pumped-stor
ge electric facility. 
When the water began to rise, the lower reserv
ir held back millions of 
gallons of water while pumps lifted the water ilnto the upper reservoir. 


Northern Region 


PLATTSBURGH PRESS-REPUBLICAN, February 26, 197
 
I 
A children's amusement park at Upper Jay 1 .n the Essex County resort 
area was flooded yesterday for the sixth time in 25 yrs when the East 
Branch of the Ausable River was backed up by a ice jam. The owner of 
the park said that damage to the buildings and equipment was so severe 
that he might not be able to afford repairs. 
MASSENA OBSERVER, March 7 I 
I 
I 
Heavy rain Monday and Tuesday, March 5 an 1 6, flooded lowlands in the 
town of Brasher and forced the closing of part of Hopson Road. Nearly 2 in. 
(51 mm) of rain was measured at the Massena Ai port in the 2 days. 
I 
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PLATTSBURGH PRESS-REPUBLICAN, March 7 


The most serious flooding in the northern region was on March 6 
in the village of Champlain, when a mass of water and ice came dow
 the 
Great Chazy River and overflowed into the st'reets of the village. A few 
business places were closed, and a woman was removed by a front-end loader 
from her house, which was surrounded by water and ice. 


Minor flooding was also reported at Whallonsburg on the Bouquet River. 


ROUSES POINT NORTH COUNTRYMAN, March 14 


An ice jam in the Great Chazy River near Mooers Forks on March 5 
flooded a section of one road and surrounded a house with water and 
large blocks of ice. 


WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES, April 6 


The water began to recede in St. Lawrence County yesterday, and 
roads that were closed because of flooding were reopened this morning. 
The Canton-Pierrepont Road along the Little River was under 2.5 ft 
(0.8 m) of water yesterday and traffic is moving cautiously today. 
County roads in the towns of Brasher and Hammond were damaged by flood- 
water but have now been repaired. 


WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES, April 8 


On Thursday, April 4, a small stream locally named Bradish Brook 
flooded in Norwood, St. Lawrence County. Melting snow raised the stream 
to flood level, and the culvert that carries the water under the village 
could not contain the flow. About 15 families whose homes were affected 
by the flood moved in with friends and relatives until the water had 
receded and el
ctrical service was restored. Many cellars and streets 
in the village were flooded. Pavements and yards were covered with mud 
and debris. One resident claimed that his cellar has been flooded seven 
times in the 3 yrs he has lived there. 


MASSENA OBSERVER, April 11 


High water last Thursday flooded some roads in the North Stockholm 
area. Hurley Brook and Plum Brook overflowed and forced the closing of 
some roads. Even the Raquette River overflowed and flooded a picnic 
area. 
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I 
I 
I 
I 
Rainfall of 2.53 in. (64.3 mm) in less thal 24 hrs on May 9, followed 
by 1.95 in. (49.5 mm) on May 12, raised all str
ams to flood level in the 
Boonville
Forestport-North Lake area. The fl
ing reported was from the 
Black River, which affected some fields and cel
ars. 
I 
I 


BOONVILLE HERALD, May 5 


WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES
 July 19, 1914 


Torrential late--morning rains in Watertown flooded several city 
streets. In Saranac Lake and Lake Placid, a record 2.2 in. <55.9 mm) 
of rain fell in a 6-hr period. I 
I 
I 
Centra1.R-,ion I 
I 
CAMDEN ADVANCE
JOURNAL, January 3, 1974 I 
Nearly 3/4 ft (0.2 m) of water flooded Rou
e 69 this morning when 
Mad River, swollen by rain and melting snow, ov
rflowed its banks. For 
the second time since the start of its construc
ion, the approach road 
to the recently completed wastewater treatment rlant was flooded. An 
earthen dike kept the water out of the bUilding,. 
I 
THE UTICA OBSERVER-DISPATCH, January 24 


tee jams in Sauquoit Creek under the Hain Street bridge here last 
night caused minor flooding of yards and basem1"ts. 
I 
I 
I 
The rapid melting of last week's heavy sn
 resulted in flooded 
basements on this city's south side and the inulndation of two roads in 
I 
the towns of Marcellus and Elbridge. i 
I 
SYRACUSE POST-STANDARD, April 5 I 
I 
Overflowing Harbor and Furnace Brooks fl0 f, ed the basements of 
about 50 houses in the southwest section of Sy acuse yesterday. A 
cutlery plant at Camillus was forced to move s e of its equipment and 
personnel when Ninemile Creek flooded parts of the building. 
I 
I 
I 
Unusually warm weather swelled creeks, pl
gged culverts, and flooded 
property in the Chittenango area last week. I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


SYRACUSE HERALD-JOURNAL, April 4 


ONEIDA DEMOCRATIC UNION, April 11 
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SYRACUSE POST-STANDARD, April 15 


Thundershowers last night caused minor flooding of some roads and 
streets in the Syracuse area. 


SYRACUSE HERALD-JOURNAL, June 11 


Last night's severe thunderstorm caused widespread minor flooding 
in the Syracuse area. 


STORM DATA, July 3 


Thunderstorms that formed along a stationary front last night con- 
tinued into Wednesday morning and caused widespread flooding. The area 
from the eastern Finger Lakes through the Mohawk Valley to the Schoharie 
Valley was hardest hit; excessive rainfall caused extensive flooding. 
Rainfall exceeded 4 in. (100 mm) in 12 hrs at many reporting stations in 
this area. 


THE UTICA OBSERVER-DISPATCH, July 3 


Nearly 5 in. (130 mrn) of rain, possibly a record rainfall here, 
caused extensive flooding in Utica, Rome, and the Mohawk Valley. 


Heavy flooding closed two industrial plants and a brewery in Utica, 
where officials reported an accumulation of 6 ft (1.8 m) of water. River 
Road in Oriskany and Dyke Road in the town of Schuyler, both of which are 
frequently flooded, were closed. Some streets and basements in New Hart- 
ford and Utica were flooded. tn Rome, 100 motorists were trapped in cars 
stalled by high water. The village of Yorkville and the floodprone area 
along Sauquoit Creek were hit hard by the heavy rain, and firefighters 
were waging a losing battle in attempts to pump out flooded cellars today. 
A dozen homes were evacuated from the Sauquoit Creek-Mohawk floodplain. 


SYRACUSE HERALD-JOURNAL, July 3 


More than 4 in. (100 mm) of rain battered Onondaga County in a 10- 
hr period this morning, and when Harbor Brook overflowed, it forced more 
than 200 persons to evacuate their homes on the south side of Syracuse. 
Underpasses were flooded and houses along Meadow Brook had water in their 
cellars. Many streets in the city were flooded with water 1.5 ft (0.5 m) 
deep. Almost all the entrance and exit ramps on Route 81 were blocked 
by water. 


Roads in Camillus, Solvay, and Cicero were flooded; some were 
impassable. 
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SYRACUSE POST-STANDARD, July 4 


More than 1,000 city and county residents were evacuated from their 
homes yesterday in the worst flooding in recen history. The major flood- 
ing was along Onondaga Creek and its tributari s, but almost all low-lying 
areas were affected. In the Liverpool area, Bloody Brook overflowed and 
flooded a drive-in theatre with more than 4 ft 1{1.2 m). 
The Education Center, muck farmers, and dJirv farmers were hard hit 
with 4.8 in. (122 mm) of rain in Oswego late TJesday and Wednesday. The 
Education Center was flooded with 3 to 4 ft (O 
 9 to 1.2 m) of water and 
was damaged extensively. Many of the mucktand in the county were under 
water. The lettuce crop, which is ready for h rvest, may be ruined. 
In Fulton, many streets were flooded, andlthe water in some base- 
ments reached almost to the ceiling. I 
BALDWINSVILLE MESSENGER, July 10 I 
Streets, basements, a bowling alley, and 
ome other businesses in 
Baldwinsville were damaged when Tannery Creek ,nd Crooked Brook over- 
flowed. I 
I 
I 


SYRACUSE POST-STANDARD, July 11 


Governor Wilson last night asked Prestden
 Nixon to declare that 
the heavy rainfall here on July 3 caused a maj r r disaster. This would 
entitle the city and county to about $7.2 milt on in Federal disaster 
aid. 
I 
CANANDAIGUA MESSENGER, August 28 I 
More than I in. (25 mm) of rain last nigh] caused minor flooding 
and many power failures in parts of Ontario colnty. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
timated 10 miJlion gallons 
a break in an earthen dam 
ay 14, down a gully for 
into Seneca Lake. The 
11 trees, and has caused 


ELMIRA STAR-GAZETTE, September 19, 1974 


After the heavy rain on September 3, an e 
of wastewater from a salt mine spilled through 
of a holding pond. It flowed across State Hig 
more than 0.5 mi (0.8 km) and across Plum Poin 
salt in the water killed grass, shrubs, and sm 
undetermined damage to large trees. 
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Western Region 


BUFFALO COURIER-EXPRESS, February 23, 1974 


People living near the Lake Erie shoreline at Sunset Bay were 
forced to move to higher ground last night as ice jammed the mouth of 
Cattaraugus Creek and caused some flooding. 


WEBSTER HERALD, February 27 


The winter thaw caused minor flooding of basements in the Webster 
area this week. 


STORM DATA, May 16, 17 


A series of thunderstorms moving across Orleans and Monroe Counties 
during the night dropped 3 to 4 in. (76 to 100 mm) of rain so rapidly that 
storm sewers became flooded. 


Albion in Orleans County and Rochester in Monroe County were the 
hardest hit communities. Basements of hundreds of houses and businesses 
were flooded. Many roads in low-lying areas were impassable for several 
hours, and many cars were abandoned. Crops in Orleans County were severely 
damaged by backed-up water in low-lying fields. Damages in Orleans County 
were estimated to be $3 million and in Monroe County, $6 million. 


NORTH TONAWANDA NEWS, May 17 


The National Weather Service recorded nearly 0.5 in. (12.7 mm) of 
rain overnight at Buffalo International Airport, 3.85 in. (97.8 mm) at 
Rochester, and 1.0 in. (25.4 mm) at Niagara Falls from heavy thunder- 
storms. 


Schools in Albion and Medina were closed today when approximately 
3.5 in. (87.5 mm) of rain made the outlying roads impassable for school- 
busses. Flooding along Route 18 in northern Niagara County threatened 
cottages along the Lake Ontario shoreline. 


_ Monroe County Sheriff's deputies today were evacuating scores of 
families from low-lying areas in the county. Temporary shelters for 
the evacuees were provided in two schools in the Rochester suburb of 
Penfield. Officials at the State University College at Brockport said 
that about 100 students had been evacuated from 37 basement apartments. 
Flood damage was estimated to be $250,000. 


78 



I 
I 
! 
I 
BATAVIA NEWS, Hay 17 I 
1 
Heavy rains overnight dealt another blow Ito the already damaged 
onion fields on the Elba muck 1 and and caused 10nsiderable damage. 
At least 20 boats were torn loose from t
eir moorings at liveries 
north of Albion by the floodwater of Oak OrGh
rd Creek. 
I 
ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE, Hay 23 i 
Representatives of two federal agencies Jill survey sections of Monroe 
and Orleans Counties on Governor Wilson's reqJest that President Nixon de- 
clare the counties disaster areas. The reque t for aid, sent through the 
Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, c aimed that the 4 in. (100 mm) 
of rain and flash flooding last Thursday nigh and early Friday did at least 
$8 million in damage. The request estimates he damage in Monroe County to 
be $5 million for private property and $1 mil ion for public property. In 
Orleans County, damage to crops and farmland 
as tentatively placed at 
$1.5 million, and to other property, $850,0001 
I 
I 


1974 


ROCHESTER GREATER GREECE PRESS, Hay 23 


A flash flood caused by a record rainfat last Thursday night cost 
many residents in Greece thousands of dol tars in property damage. This 
community was one of the hardest hit areas in Monroe County. Water 
reached heights of 4 ft (1.2 m) and flooded b sements and some automobiles 
that were left in parking Jots. : 
I 
STORM DATA, June 21 1 1 
Many widespread thunderstorms caused min r flooding in the western 
region today. In Erie County, several thousa
d acres of hay were Jost. 
Many basements and streets were temporarily f}ooded throughout the 
region where sewers were inadequate to car
y 
he runoff. 
I 
NIAGARA FALLS GAZETTE, June 21 
I 
Hundreds of cellars in Niagara Falls wer
 flooded when a sudden, 
heavy shower struck the city. The weather stftion at the Niagara Falls 
Airport recorded 1.15 in. (29.2 mm) of rain b
tween 7:30 and 8:30 a.m. 
Many cars were sta1led, and some were abandon
d in the flooded streets. 
I 
I 
I 
! 
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ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE, June 22 


About 25 inmates from the Attica Correctional Facility helped clean 
up the town after a flash flood there yesterday. 


The Avon village board has appealed to Governor Wilson for disaster 
assistance after a flash flood yesterday morning that caused heavy 
damage. The damage was done by runoff that had overloaded storm drains, 
backed up through manholes, and flowed into backyards and streets. 


Tonawanda Creek overflowed at Alexander and flooded cellars. Hundreds 
of basements and some streets were flooded in Albion, Rochester, Greece, 
Chili, Gates, and Irondequoit. In Brockport, the Barge Canal overflowed 
and flooded some streets. 


ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE, June 24 


The basements of at least 8 houses in Greece were flooded yesterday 
morning when winds drove waves from Lake Ontario over breakwalls. It was 
the first time this year that the lake caused basement flooding. 


STORM DATA, August 3 


A heavy thunderstorm caused minor flooding of streets and basements 
in the Rochester area today. 


ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE, October 30, 1974 


The floor of the Barge Canal collapsed into a tunnel being bored 
under it at a sewer construction site near Bushnells Basin in Monroe 
County. Millions of gallons of water poured from the break into a creek- 
bed just west of Route 490 at about 2 p.m. No one was killed, and only 
one person was injured by the wall of water 40 ft (12 m) wide and 6 ft 
(1.8 m) deep. One house was demolished and washed away. 


Fifty-two houses were damaged, and many acres were flooded in 
Perinton and Penfield. 
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